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, oe 3 OBE VARIETY.—No. XxIv. * 
‘y ~ A CALL TO DRUNKARDS.: ‘Srcr. I. 
“* ig MONG the various vices with which our land 


* + £3 abounds, there is, perhaps. qgge more rapid in 
. its growth, nor deftructive in its confetuences, than that, 
y of drunkennefs. The growth of this country, in popula- 
* . : 
& tion. and wealth, is not more: rapid than the growth of 
- : this, worfe than beaftly habit. ft has already arifen tafych 
" ... ay enormous height,..gs not only jto deftroy thoufands of 
- “individuals, but it has overcome the laws of the land. It 
is-trulg “aftonifhing that fuch an unrésfonable . practice 
fhould ever gain fuch ground among rational beings. Not 
only do the ufelefs drones, and vine of the land, indulge 
_ » themfelves in. this vice, but multitude of men, of the mof 
re(pectable ranks and profeffions follgw, the impious and 
- infamous examples. Are there not drunken farmers, ; 
drunken mechanics, drunkeg merchants, drunken phyfi- 
cians, drunken lawyers, drunken magiftrates, drunken mi- - 
litary officers, drunken church members, and even drunken 
mihifters of the gofpel ?—-What can be more alarming to 
a ferious mind? And whatcan be expected but that mul- i, 
titudes muft drink of the cup of divine wrath, in confe- si 
quence of the exceflive draughts of gntoxicatigg fpirits. ! 
which ghey greedily devour? : 
. So fafhionable is this vice that, with many, exceffive 
drinking and extravagant expences for {pirituous liquors, 
_ are marks of a noble foul, and almoft an effential qualifica- 
tion for a polite gentleman. O my countrymen! “Are 
Vol. IJ. No.1. A thefe 
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4 ‘A Call to Drunkards. 


thefe the returns which heaven has a right to expect, for 
the diftinguifhing bleffings we enjoy ? Is this a fuitable re- 
turn of gratitude ? or, 1s it reliellvoa; and a fign of ‘awful 
depravity in morals ? x 
- How many, within a few years, rien of fenfe, men of 
learning, men of ufefulnefs, and; otherwife, of good repu- 
tation have, by degrees, been drawn’ into this fatal whirl- 
1; and whirled out Of their reafon, health, wealth, 
ufefulnefs and reputation ; and even whirled out of the 
ftate of probation; and, probably, ingulphed in endlefs in- 
famy and:perdition? And what crouds are now purfuing 
the fame fatal courfe with eagérnefs, as though it were the 
high way to everlafting re(t and perfect felicity! Infatu- 


ated mortals! Ye lowers of wine! Ye tiplets at ftrong . © 


drink! Ye drunkards of an enlightened age, and a land 
diftinguifhed by the favours of heaven; let me intreat 
your attention to a few ideas which may be for your ad- 
vantage. 

1. Confider what infamy you bring upon yourfelves.— 
How did drunkeririefs appear to you fome years ago, while 
you were free from the habit of intemperance? Did it not 
appear loathfonie and degrading beyond defcription? How 
can your conduct appear otherwife now, to men of virtue; 
to men, whofe efteem és an honour to a fellow creature ? 
Tow do you appear, in'your revels, to worthy chara@ers, 
with your blood :hflamed, and your fenfes half deranged ? 
When you are but thus far overcome, you fancy yourfelves 
to be very happy and very witty. But what is your hap- 
ninefs preferable to the happinefs of a brute? And what 
is your fancied wit but the moft filly and fhameful jargon, 
infinitely beneath the dignity of men ? 

But in this Aly witted pofture you have, perhaps, fel- 
dom fenfe and refolution enough to ceafe drinking. You 
muft call for another bottle, another bowl, or another half- 
pint. When this f$ exhaufted, how do you appear, with 
your tongues fettered, your fpeech faultering, your lips 
quivering, your limbs trembling, and your ftomachs heav- 
ing to difgorge the load with which nature is oppreffed ? 


What fociety are you then fit for? The very {wine wal- 
lowing 
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lowing in the mire, are your fuperiors. Do natural fools 
- appear to you contemptible ? How then muft you appear 

to others? Idiots are infinitely lefs deferying of contempt 

than drunkards. ee | 

If, in a fober hour, you would take the trouble to re- 
fle& upon your conduét, and your appearance in the view 
of fober men, you would blufh at the thought of being 
feen again by any rational being. 

If you are now fober, be pleafed to take a retrofpective 
view of your paft conduct at the tavern or the gros: Hop. 
Confider what foolifh, obfcene, profane, and infafnous lan- 
guage you were guilty of uttering, till your tongues were 
debilitated by the power of liquor. How you appeared 
when attempting to rife from your feats, or in making ef- 
forts to walk! Behold yourfelves fwaggering, ftammering, 
reeling, ftaggering; then upheld and Ied by others, or tum- 
bling upon the floor. “View yourfelves puking and rolling 
in your vomit, while the dogs are lapping at your faces, - 
or laying their ears, afhamed to come near you. What 
object can you paint, in your imagination, more loath- 
fome than a human being in fucha fituation? If this be 
politenefs, what is the reverfe ? 

2. How unhappy do you make your families and 
friends? What anxiety do they feel for you ! What diffi- 
mulatéon do they make ufe of to conceal your wretched- 
nefs, till it can be concealed no longer! How do they feel 
when they happen to be in company with you in your re- 
vels ? Are they not conftrained to abfcond, or to blufh 
and hide their faces ? | 

Ye hufbands, what muft be the feelings of your virtu- 
ous wives, if fuch you have? and what the feelings of 
your children and other connections? How anxious .are 
they when you are abfent? And how do they dread to {ce 
you return ? And will you thus torture your bofom ccm- 
panions, and your offspring ? 

3. How ruinous is this practice to eftate and to hea!th! 
How many families have been reduced to poverty by in- 
temperance, who had before lived in comfortable, and even 


affluent circumftances? Befides the expence of liquor, 
there 
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there muft be a great wafte of time; bufinefs muft be neg- 

lected, ceconomy fet afide, bad bargains are made, cre. 

dit finks, cuftom fails, and ufury devours. In addition to 

this, the curfe of heaven blafts their enterprizes and ex- 

petenans. In this way, a great eftate may foon exchange 
ands, and the rich man become infolvent. 

And intemperance is not lefs ruinous to health, than it 
is to wealth. Obfervation is fufficient to confirm this idea, 
Multitudes have already fallen a facrifice to their appe- 
tites. And many more are now ruined as to health, op- 
prefled with pains and diforders, and muft foon bid adieu 
to their bottles and bowls, and to all earthly delights. 

4. You would do well to confider the pernicious ten- 
dency of your example. Example has great influence in 
fociety, and the more elevated the character, the greater is 
the influence of his example. If the example be goad, it 
is no matter how many are imitators. But who would 
not fhudder at the thought of having drunkennefs become 
univerfal with both fexes, and perfons of every age ! Con- 
template a community compofed wholly of drunkards, 
How fhameful and horrid the fpectacle! Yet intemperate 
perfons fet an example, which tends to bring about fuch 
an awful event; as a drunken community, a drunken na- 
tion, adrunken world. If fuch an event fhould not take 
place, no thanks will be due to you who indulggyour- 
felves in eo It will be owing to thofe who have 
virtue enough to defpife your example. 

What could you fay to your wives and your children, 
fhould they become drunkards? What better can you ex- 
pect while you fet them the example? You do more for 
the ruin of your families than to tell them, in plain words, 
that the wifeft courfe they can take is the road to hell. 

5. Confider how liable you are to be taken away by 
death, while in a ftate of intoxication. Neither the drunken 
nor the fober know at what hour they may be called. Nei- 
ther of them have affurance, that to-morrow fhall be as 
this day, or the next hour as the prefent. But perfons, in 
a ftate of drunkennefs, are, in a peculiar manner, liable to 
death: For they are deprived of reafon and ftrength for 

their 
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their own prefervation. But would you be wiiling, by 
drunkennefs, to ftagger into eternity, or to run the ha- 
gard of reeling from your horfes into hell? If not, ceafe 
to evil, and learn to do well. 

6. Drunkennefs implies a fhameful abufe of the favours 
of Heaven. You are ftewards of the Lord’s property. 
What you expend to gratify your appetites, is beftowed 
upon you by an indulgent providence. Your health, your 
powers of {peech, and your reafon are alfo the gifts of 
God. And does not the voice of reafon fay, that thefe 
favours fhould be improved to the glory of God, and for 
the happinefs of his kingdom? And do not your confcien- 
ces condemn you as guilty of vile ingratitude ? 

How fhameful will be your appearance at the tribunal of 
God, except you repent? In that folemn day, when God 
fhall judge the human race according to the deeds done in 
the body, as drunkards, you will be exhibited to the view 
of an aflembled univerfe. Yes, in all the hatefulnefs of a 
drunkard’s character, you will approach to the bar of God, 
and hear your decifive doom. And will you now, rather 
than to forfake your fordid lufts, deliberately refolve to ga 
reeling to the judgment feat ? 

What then will be your account? What anfwers can 
you give to the interrogations and charges of the Judge? 
Will he uot addrefs you in lanfuage, as trying, and as fo- 
lemn as this—‘* Did I not endow you with the noble 
powers of intelligent beings? and what ufe have you made 
of them? Did I not blefs you with health, and beftow 
upon you a portion of goods, with a folemn charge to im- 
prove them in my fervice? and to what purpofe have you 
devoted them? Did I not blefs you with children, and re- 
quire you to train them up in the way they fhould go? 
and what have been your inflruétions and examples? 
Did I not caft your lot in a Jand, bleffed with liberty and 
gofpel light, and favour you with means of grace and fal- 
vation? how, then, has it come to pafs, that you have 
made your appearance here, witheut the weddirg gar- 
ment?” To fuch queftions you will ftand fpeechlefs. And 
your confciences will fay, Amen, while the Judge proceeds 
to 
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to denounce,—“ In contempt of the cleareft inftructions 
and kindeft invitations, in defiance of the moft folemn 
warnings and awful threatenings, you have wafted your 
fubftance in riotous living. To gratify your lufts, you 
have drowned your reafon, deftroyed your health, con- 
fumed your property, wounded the feelings of your friends, 
expofed your families to wretchednefs, defpifed the great , 
falvation, and fitted your fouls for deftru@ion. There- 
fore, go, ye curfed, into everlafting fire, prepared for the 
devil and his angels.” Continuing smpenitent, better than 
this, you have no reafon to expect. Flee, then, from the 
wrath to come. 
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Of the Soul in the Intermediate State. 


HAT the foul is in a ftate of infenfibility, between 
death and the refurrection, is the avowed opinion — 
of fome. In oppofition to this opinion, I take the liberty 
to fuggeft the following texts and obfervations on them. 
2 Cor. v. 6, 8, 9. “ Therefore we are always confident, 
knowing, that whilft we are at home in the body, we are 
abfent from the Lord. We are confident, I fay, and wil- 
ling, rather to-be abfent ffom the body, and to be prefent 
with the Lord. Wherefore we labour, that whether pre- 
fent or abfent, ye may be accepted of him.” Thefe words 
inform us, that the apoftle, and his fellow apoftles and 
chriftians of that day, were willing to be abfent from the 
body, and prefent with the Lord; and that they made it 
the object of their labour, that whether they fhould be 
abfent or prefent, they might be accepted of him. This 
clearly fhows their belief, that they might be abfent from 
the body, and yet confcioufly prefent with the Lord. But 
_ this is not all. The text further informs us, that they 
were confident that this would be tiie cafe with them: 
‘* We are confident, I fay, and willing rather, to be ab- 
fent from the body, and to be prefent with the ‘Lord.” 

Adts vii. 59. ** And they ftoned Stepben, calling upon 


God, and faying, Lord Jefus, receive my /pirit.” Sf 
Stephen 
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Stephen had believed, that there was no intermediate or fe- 

rate ftate, he would doubtlefs have exprefled himfelf 
very differently. He would naturally have faid, Lord 
Jefus, receive me, or receive my body and {pirit, at the 
refurrection. 

Mat. x. 28. * Fear not them which kill the body, but 
are not able to kill the foul. But rather fear him, which 
is able to deftroy both foul and body in hell.” Now, if 
the foul dies and revives with the body, what can be the 
meaning ofthis text? In this cafe, as the life of the foul 
depends on the life of the body, he that is able to kill the 
body, is able to kill the foul too. This text feems ne- 
ceflarily to imply, that the foul will furvive the body. 

Heb. xii. 22, 23. “ But ye are come—tothe /pirits of 
juft men made perfect.” Left it fhould be faid, that thefe 
{pirits of juft men made perfect, mean the faints in the re- 
{urrection ftate, we may obferve, that the fcriptures have 
explained their xlea of fpirits very clearly. 

John iv. 24. “* God is a fpirit, and they that would 
worfhip him, muft worfhip him in fpirit and truth.” It 
is granted, | fuppofe, by thofe who hold the opinion now 
oppofed, that God is an immaterial being. By fpirit then, 
the fcriptures mean an immaterial being. Again, 

Luke xxiv. 37, 39. ‘* But they were terrified, affright- 
ed, and fuppofed they had feen agfirit. And he faid unto 
them—behdld my hands and my feet, that it is I myéelf. 
Handle me and fee; for a fpirit hath not flefh and bones, 
as ye fee me have.” This is a further demonftration, 
that the fcriptures, by fpirit, mean an immaterial being or 
fubftance. And that by the fpirits of juft men made per- 

fect, cannot be intended the faints in the refurreétion ftate, 
appears from this, that they then will be no more /pirits 
than the faints in this world are, or than our Lord was, at 
the time when te faid, ** Handle me and fee; fora fpirit 
hath not flefh and bones, as ye fee me have.” 

2 Peter i. 13, 14. * Yea, I think it meet, as long as I 
am with you in this tabernacle, to ftir yon up, by putting. 
you in remembrance, knowing, that I fhall fhortly put eff 


this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jefus Chrift hath 
fhowed, 
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fhowed me.” Here the apoftle exprefsly declares, that he 
mutt fhortly put off this tabernacle; i. e. be feparated from 
his body ; and that the Lord had fhewn it to him. This 
would not be true, if his foul were to die with his body. 
1 Thef. v. 9, 10. “ God hath not appointed us to 
wrath ; but to obtain falvation by.our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
who died for us, that whether we wake-or fleep, we fhould 
live together with him.” Waking and fleeping are com- 
monly ufed in {cripture, to fignify bodily lifegand death. 
Nor does it appear, that this paffage will bear any other 
conftruction. If it will not, it is aclear and direct decla- 
ration, that whether the bodies of true Chriftians be dead 
or alive, their fou!s fhall be alive, and be with Chrift. 
Pi:il. i. 21. ** For me to live is Chrift, and to die is 
gain. But if I live in the flefh, this is the fruit of my la- 
bour: yet what I fhall chufe, I wot not. For I am ina 
ftrait betwixt two, having a defire to depart, and be with 
Chrift, which is far better.” For the apoftle to die, could 
be gain on no other ground, than that he was to be in a 
ftate of fenfibility and happinefs immediately after death. 
On the fuppofition, that his foul died,.or fell into a torpor, 
at the death of his body, and was to be revived with it at 
the refurrection; what gain could he have obtained by 
death at that time, more than if he fhould have lived ten 
years longer? In either &ife he would, by the promifes, be 
intitled to eternal glory in the refurrection ftate. By dy- 
ing at the time he wrote, he would lofe all that happinefs 
which he might enjoy, in fpiritual exercifes, in communion 
with God and Chrift; in being the inftrument of the con- 
verfion of finners, and the edification of faints, in’ building 
up the kingdom of Chrift in the world, and in any tem- 
poral good improved by divine grace. Therefore, if he 
had died at that time, he would have been a lofer, inftead 
of gainer. Nor is this all. By continuing in life, he 
would have made further proficiency in the Chriftian life, 
would have done more for the honour of God, and for the 
kingdom of Chnift, and therefore would have been intitled 
by promife, to a greater degree of happinefs in the refur- 
rection fate; and this greater degree of happinefs would 
| have 
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r 
have been extended to all eternity. So that, in reality, the 
apoftle would have been an infinite lofer by death at that 
time. He would have loft a certain degree of happinefs, 
- doubtlefs equal to the whole heavenly happinefs of. fome 
fairits, and this degree of happinefs running through ete- 
nity, would be a fum of happinefs, as truly infinite as the 
whole eternal happinefs of fome real faints. As, therefore, 
thofe fainte, by the lofs of their whole heavenly happinefs, 
. would fuftaiti an infinite lofs; fo would the apoftle, if he 

had loft that additional degree of happinefs to which he 
would have been entitled by his continued life and ufeful- 
nefs. We caa make nothing of this text, but upon the 
fappofition, that his foul died not, or did not fall intoa 
terpor with his body. - 

1 Pet. iii. #9, 20. ‘* By which alfo he went and preach- 
ed unto the {pirits in prifon, which fometime were difo- 
bedient, when once the long fuffering of God waited in 
he days of Noah, while the ark was preparing.” ‘Now, 
unlefs we allow the foul, aftér the death of the body, to 
-exift in a ftate of fenfibility, in what fenfe can the {pirits 
-of the finners of the old world be {aid to ‘be in prifon? 
Their f{pirits were no more in prifon, than their bodies ; 
‘or than the fpirits of the moft eminent faints. 

Ecclef. xii. 7. ** Then fhall the duft return unto the 
‘arth, as it was; and the fpirit fhall return unto God who 
gave it.” How can-this be reconciled with the doétrine, - 
-that the foul at death falls into a ftate of perfect infenfibi- 
-lity til the refurre€tion? A diftinétion is made between 
‘the duft, the material part of man, and the {pirit orimma- 
terial part. The former is faid to return unto the earth; 
the latter to return untoGod. But how return to God? 
In a perfect ftupor, or deftitution of all thought and fenfe? 
This will not be pretended. Therefore it muft return ih: 
a ftate of fenfibility. 

Luke xxii. 12. * And Jefus faid unto him, verily I fay 
unto thee, to day fhalt thou be with me in paradife.”— 
This would not be true, if the foul of this thief on the 
crofs were to be in a ftate’of infenfibility from death, to 

the refurreétion. If it be faid, that the meaning is, that 
Vol. II. No. 1. B as 
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as the thief. would be confcious of nothing between death 

and the refurrection, his being with Chrift at the refurrec- 

tion would feem to him to have been the fame day on 

which he died, or immediately after his death; I anfwer, 

this would be to talk without example, and, in a manner, - 
not intelligible to mankind in general. Would it not be 

unintelligible, and without example, to tell a man who had 

been a whole day in a found fleep, and who was wholly 

ignorant of the time, which had elapfed during his fleep, 

that it was but a minute finte he had fallen into fleep ? Or 

would there be any propriety or truth in faying, that La- 

zarus, who lay dead four days, was raifed on the fame day, 
and even inwmediately after his death? Not an inftance of 
fuch an ufe of language can be found in all the fcriptures, 

nor in any approved uninfpired author. Yet this would 

have been juft as true and proper, on the — of this 

objection, as our Lord’s telling the thief on the crofs, 

“© To day fhalt thou be with me in paradife.” Lazarus, 

on the hypothefis now under confideration, would no more 

have perceived any time between his death and the refur- 

rection, than the thief would have perceived time between 

his death and th general refurrection. 

_ Luke xvi. 22,—28. ‘* And it came to pafs, that 

the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abr- 
aham’s hofom; the rich man alfo died, and was bur+ 

ed. And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments,.and 

feeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bofom; and 

he cried, and faid, father Abraham, have mercy on mé, 

and fend Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger 

in water, and cool my,tongue; for I am tormented in this 

flame. But Abraham faid, fon, remember, that thou, in 

thy life-time receivedft good things, and likewife Lazarus 

evil things; but now he is’comforted, and thow art tor- 

mented. Then he faid, I pray, therefore, father, that 

thou wouldft fend him to my father’s houfe. For I have 

five brethren, that he may teftify unto them, Jeft they alfo 

come unto this place of torment.” This is a very plain 

reprefentation, that Abraham, Lazarus, and the rich man, 


were all in a ftate of exiftence and fenfibility, between death 
and 
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and the refurrection, and while the brethren of this rich 
man were fti]l in this life. Therefore, their fouls did not 
die, nor fall into a torpor at death. I know it is faid, that 
this is a parabolical reprefentation. I grant it: but para- 
bolical reprefentations are defigned to.teach truth, and not 
falfehood. Now, unlefs this’parable does teach direct 
falfehood, the fouls of Abraham, Lazarus, and the rich 
man were in exiftence and fenfibility in a ftate of fepara- 
tion from their bodies; and, by parity of reafon, this is 


true of all mankind. 
Several reprefentations in the book of Revelation teach 


us, that the dead, efpecially the dead faints, are in a ftate 
of fenfibility between death and the refurrection. an 

Chap. v. 9, 10. ** And they fung a new fong, faying, 
Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the feals 
thereof: for thou waft flain, and haft redeemed us to God, 
by thy blood, out of every kindred and tongue, and people 
and nation, and haft made us, unto our God, kings and 

riefts,; and we /ball reign on the eartk.” The perfons here 
ining: are faints redeemed from among men; the 
place in which they were feen and heard by the apoftle. to 
fing this fong, was heaven, as is manifeft by the preceding 
context, and by chap. iv. 4,6. And the time was mani- 
feftly before the refurrection, becaufe it is faid in the words 
themfelves, ‘* We fhall reign on the earth.” Thefe words, 
whether we believe the reign of the faints on the earth to 
be before or immediately after the general refurrection, 
prove, that the time at which they were fpoken was before 
the refurrection. Alfo, it is manifeft, from the text taken 
with the context, that the time of finging this fong, was at 
the time of the Lamb’s taking the book fealed with feven 
feals, and, previous to the opening of them, i. e. previous 
to the great events and difpenfations of providence concern- 
ing the Chriftian church. 

Chap. vi. 9, 10. ** And when he had opened the fifth 
feal, I {aw under the altar the fouls of them that were flain 
for the word of God, and for the teftimony which they: 
held. And they cried with a loud voice, faying, How 


long, O Lord, holy and true, deft thou not avenge our 
blood 
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blood on them that dwell on the earth.”” On thefe words 
we may obferve, that the apoftle has a vifion of the fouls 
of the martyred faints pleading far vengeance. But, on 
the fuppofition, that the fouls of all men at death, fall into 
perfec infenfibility, they no more plead for vengeance than 
their bodies do. That this pleading of the martyrs for 
vengeance on their enemies, is before the general refurrec- 
tion, is implied in the nature of -the cafe; for, after that 
refurrection, full vengeance will-be executed on thofe ene- 
mies, and there will be no occafion, that the faints fhould 
plead for vengeance. Befides, this pleading was under 
the fifth feal, and immediately on the opening of it. But 
feveral other feals, trumpets and vials followed this feal, 
before the refarreétion. 

Chap. vii.13. to the end. ‘* And one ef the elders 
anfwered, faying unto me, what are thefe, which are ar- 
rayed in white robes? Whence came they? And I faid 
unto him, Sir, thou knoweft. And he faid unto me, thefe 
are they which came out of great tribulation, and have 
wafhed their robes, and made them white in the blood of: 
the Lamb. Therefore.are they before the throne of God, 
and ferve him day and night in his temple,” &c. That 
this is a reprefentation of what was to take place before the 
refurrection, is manifeft from this, that it was under the 
fixth feal, and before the opening of the feventh ; and the 
events of the feventh feal will be accomplifhed before the 
refurrection. But in this fame fcene, taking place thus be- 
fore the refurrection, the infpired apoftle faw thofe who 
had come out of great fribulation, and who had wafhed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb, 
ftanding before the throne of God, and ferving him day 
and night in his temple; which implies both exiftence and 
fenfibility. 

Chap. xiv. 73. * And I heard a voice from heaven, 
faying unto me, write, Bleffed are the dead which die in the 
Lord, from henceforth faith the {pirit, that they may reft 
from their labours, and their works do follow them.”— 
Thefe blefied perfons were the dead, and not thofe who are 
raifed from the dead ; for thefe laft are aiive. And they, 
Bi compe | dead 
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dead as they are, are faid to reft from their laboars, and 
their works are faid to follow them: i. e. the effeéts of 
their works follow them, in that they receive the reward of 
them. But this could not be truly faid of them if they 
were in a ftate of infenfibility, and were dead in both foul 
and body. . 

J know not how to reconcije the‘ facred paffages, with 
atorpid ftate of all fouls from death to the general refur- 
rection. 3 O. 


TR TELE 


A Differtation on the Perfon aid Character of Melchifedec. 


AHE account of this very remarkable perfon given by 
Mofes, is fo concife, and the comment upon it by 
the apoftle Paul, fo ob{cure and feemingly enigmatical, that 
the fubject has been generally given up as too difhcult to 
ke inveftigated. By tome the matter has been confidered, 
. as merely fpeculative, and that any inquiry about the per- 
fon of Melchifedec was not only ufelefs but -culpable, as 
‘capable of .affording no inftruction. Others have endea- 
- voured to find out the myftery, and have publifhed their 
opinions te the world concerning him. The principal of 
thefe ate, that Melchifedec was a prince in the country 
where Abraham fojourned, ?. ¢. in the land of Canaan, and 
that he founded Jerufalem ; that he was Shem, the fon of 
Noah; and, laftly, that he was the Son of God himéelf. 
All thefe opinions, however, feem to involve infuper- 
. able difficulties. Ii Melchifedec was a Canaanitifh prince, 
it feems very furprifing how he came not only to preferve 
his belief in the true religion, when the whole world was 
funk in idolatry ; but how he fhould be a prieft fuperior to 
Abraham, whom God had exprefsly called and chofen 
to be the father of the faithful. It is impoffible that 
he could be Shem, the fon of Noah, becaufe we are told 
that he was wzthout father or mother, without defcent, &c. 
expreffions which never can be anplied to Shem, whofe 
defcent is plainly recordedin fcripture. ‘Lhe laft opinion, 
that he was the Son of God himfeif, feems totaily abfurd 
and inconfiflent with common fenfe. We are told, that 
| ~*~ Melchifedec 
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Meichifedec was made /ike unto the Son of God; but how 
are we to fay that the Son of God was made like unto him- 


felf, or that when he is called a prieft after the order of 


felf, 
Melchifedec, it means, that he was a prieft after his own 
order. 

From a confideration of thefe and other circumftances 
relative to Melchifedec, it is evident ee all thefe opinions 
muft fail to the ground; , but it deth not from thence fol- 
, that it 1s zmpoffible to come to a certainty on the fub- 
je¢t. On the contrary, the error of others, points out to 
us the means of arriving at the truth. They have erred 
ty firft conjefturing fuch and fuch perfons to have been 

chife bege and then attempted to force the character to 
re y tothem; it becomes us; therefore, to findout the 
perfon by means of the character. Thus it was that 
the Jews erred with refpect to our Saviour, and thus he 
himfelf defired thofe who inquired concerning him to find 
him out. ' The Jews laid it down as a maxim, that the 
Mefiah was to be a temporal prince of great and miracu- 
lous power, who was to deliver their nation from the yoke 
of the Romans, or other foreign nations, and of confequence 
tat nought the meek and lowly Jefus, who came to 


L 


deliver them from a worfe tyranny than that of the Ro- 


qe 


mans. But when John the Baptift fent his difciples to 
Tefus hi imielf, inquiring, whether he was the Chrift or 
not, he defired them to tell John, that the lepers were 
cleanfed, the dumb fpake, the maimed were made whole, 
and the dead raifed to life. Thus he referred them to the 
character of the Mefiah mentioned by the prophet Ifaiah, 
where all thefe miraculous events are predicted. ‘Lhus, 
therefore, we are to feek for the perfon called Melchifedec: 
Firft let us confider me fully every article of that age vi 
and then Jet us fee whether it can apply to any of the hu- 
man race or not. Neither let us fuppofe this to be a vain 
{peculation; for Paul defires us to confider how great Mel- 
chifedec was; but how are we to know whether he was 
creat or {mall, if we do not know certainly who he was. 
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With regard then to his character, 
1. He was prieft of the moft high G 


2. He 
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2. He was fuperior to Abraham. 
3. His priefthood, like that of the Son of God, hath no 


end. 
4. Like him he was without defcent; he came into the 
world by the miraculous power of God; and none on earth 
could claim kindred with him. 

5. Like the Son of God®alfo he was a king, and his 
titles were the King of Righteoufnefs and King of Peace. 
Thus, in the perfons of Melchifedec and of Chrift were 
thefe two feemingly irreconcileable attributes of the Deity 
united, viz. ju‘tice and mercy, or peace to mankind; as it 
is faid in the pfalms, ‘* righteoufnefs and peace have kifled 
each other;” and in the New Teftament, “‘ glory to God in 
the higheft; and on earth, peace, good will towards men.”” 

From the flighteft confideration of thefe particulars, it 
is eafy to fee that Melchifedec muft have been fuperior to 
any other human creature. The Jetvs were fuperior to all 
the nations on earth, as being the chofen people of God. 
Abraham, the founder of the nation, was greater than 
any of them; and Melchifedec was greater than Abra- 
ham. In the days of Abraham, Melchifedec was a prieft, 
and Abraham paid him tithes as Ais prieft; whence it is 
evident, that he had offered a facrifice for Abraham. | As 
he was a prieft in the days of Abraham, fo was he in the 
days of the apoftle Paul? for the latter tells us, that “* being 
made like unto the Son of God, he adideth a prieft con- 
tinually.” He muft, therefore, have offered a facrifice for 
the apoftle Paul as well as Abraham, and, of confequence 
for us, 2S well as the ref. 

Again, as none of the human race was his father or 
mother, it follows that he muft have been before them all; 
and, therefore, none could know his defcent or count his 
generation, ‘as is faid of Chrift, “* who can count his ge- 
neration, for his life was taken away,” &c. He muft there- 
fore have been one of the fathers of the human race; and 
as there were only two of thefe, viz. Adam and Noah, 
we are very fure that Melchifedec and Noah were the fame 


prefon. 
Let us now fee how the things fpoken of Melchifedec 
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are applicable to Noah anc 1 no other perfon. That Noah 
had no anceftor in the new world is dedent, becaufe only 
his own family came atong with him “ the ark. That 
he was greater than Abraham its likewife evident, becaufe 
he was his anceftor, and the preferver of the whole hu- 
man race. But the moit remarkable part of his charac- 
ter was his priefthood. In™this he truly refembled the 
Son of ear for both offered a facrifice for the whole 
world; and, it is in confequence of the facrifice of Noah, 
that the carth ts no more to be de ftroyec 1 by a deluge, and 
the parallel between the efficacy of Noah’s facrifice, and 
that of Chrift, is very ftrongly drawn by the prophet 
Tfaiah, chap. liv. where the JLord fays, ** For this is as the 
waters of Noah unto me; for as I have fworn that the 
waters of Noah fhould no more cover the earth, fo have 
I fworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke 
thee.” It appears, therefore, that in all refpeéts Noah was 
an exact reprefentation of our Saviour. He was the father 
of all the human race. Hewas Lord of the whole earth. 


He came into the zew world by the miraculous power of 


God. By the work of his hands, (1. e. by his conftruét- 
ing the ark) he faved all mankind from death; and, laft- 
vy, he offered up a facrifice for the whole world, in virtue 
which, the atl was no more to be deftroyed in the 
mianner it was before. Thus, while the divine juftice 
overwhelmed the whole earth with deftruction, his mercy 
fived Noah and his family ; the very means of the de- 
ttruction of the one being the falvation of the other; and 
thus Noah, in a natur ral way 1s, to all the world, what 
Jefus Chriit is in the fpiritual way, viz. the perfon in 
whom the divine juftice and mercy united, to give life to 


; , | AP a ye ee 1 : miiinefe 
man; and hence, his titles of King of Righteouinefs, 
arc » ? of i“e » 


Che parallel between Noah and our Suviour, is fo ex- 
eet oinghy'< evident, that | am-convinced it muft ftrike every 
one who confiders rt ferioufly. 1 fhall therefore only quote 
a paflage fi trom kzek. chap. xiv. in order to fhow the very 
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pesces rank in waich Noa {tangas in tne acred Writines. 
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It is as follows: ‘** The word of the Lord came again 
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unto me, faying, Son of Man, when the land finneth 
againft me by trefpafling grievoufly, then will I ftretch out 
mine hand upon it, and will break the ftaff of the bread 
thereof, and will fend famine upon it, and will cut off man 
and beaft from it: though thefe three men, Noah, Da- 
niel, and Job, were in it, they. fhall deliver but their own 
fouls by their righteoufnefsyfaith the Lord. If I caufa 
noifome beafts to pafs through the land, and they {poi 
it, fo that it be defolate, that no man may pafs through, 
becaufe of the beafts; though thefe three men were in it, 
as I live, faith the Lord God, they fhall deliver neither 
fons nor daughters; they fhall only be delivered, but the 
land fhall be defolate. Or, if I bring a fword upon the 
land, and fay, ‘-Sword, go through the land ;’ fo thatI cug 
off man and beaft from it; though thefe three men were 
in it; as I live, faith the Lord God, they fhall deliver nei- 
ther fons nor daughters, but they only fhall be delivered 
themfelves. Or, if I fend a peftilence into that land, and 
pour out my fury upon it in blood, to cut off from it man 
and beaft; though Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, as 
I live, faith the Lord God, they fhall deliver neither fons 
nor daughters: they fhall but deliver their own fouls by 
their righteoufnefs.” From this awful and folemn decla- 
ration, in whichthe three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, 
are four times felected from all the human race, it muft 
be evident, that, fome way or other, they were fuperior ta 
all others; and Noah’s name being conftantly put firft, 
evidently marks him out as the greateft of the three. 
Now, all the three were interceflors with Gad, in behalf 
of others. Daniel made interceffion for the reftoration of 
the Jews to their own country, and was anfwered by an 
angel from heaven. Job interceded for his children, and 
for his triends ; but Daniel’s interceffion for a whole peo- 
ple being much greater than that of Job for a few indi- 
viduals, his name is put before Job, though the latter wag 
far more ancient than Daniel. Both of them, however, 
were far inferior to Noah, who made interceffion for the 
whole world, and therefore his name always ftands firft, 
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Had any other perfon of the name of Melchifedec, and fx 
perior to Noah, had an exiftence, there can beno doubt 
that he would have been mentioned in this paffage ; but as 
he is not, we have no reafon to fuppofe that any fuch per- 
fon ever did exift; but, on the contrary, that Noah and 
Melchifedec were the fame. 

I muft now proceed to anfwer the objections to this 
doétrine, which naturally arife from its fuppofed incon- 
fiftency with the fcripture chronology. I fay, /uppojed 
inconfiftency ; ; for there is not any real inconfiftency with 
it, except in one place, where that chronology is evidently 
inconfiftent with itfelf, and fome error has certainly crept 
in. This chronology then ftands thus: 

From the flood to Arphaxad, . . . . 2 Years. 
Arphaxad, to Salah, . . . . . 35 
Selah, ta :I9Oets <0 6.6.0. 0. Avie ..9O 
Eber, to Relig, 5 «> mite ve) 84 
Peleg, to Ren...» »1%) #.»! 30 
Reu, fo Sesug, « » >» « + » 32 
Serug, to Nahor, : 30 
Nahor, to Terah, Abraham’s father, 29 





222 

Thus far we have a regular feries of years which can¢ 
not be miftaken; but we cannot in this manner proceed 
any farther. We are next told, that Terah lived /eventy 
years, and begat Abram, Nahor and Haran. It is nota 
thing impoflible that Terah’s wife might have had three 
children at a birth; but we know that {uch occurrences are 
rare, and we have not the leaft reafon to fuppofe that they 
did happen, unlefs we are exprefily told fo. If, then, Abram 
was the eldeft of the three, we can conclude nothing con- 
cerning the age of Terah when he was born, from his be- 
ing feventy years old when Haran was born. Let us 
therefore confider the age of Abraham himfelf when he 
met with Melchifedec; add this to the 222 years already 
calculated to the birth of Terah; dedué the fum from 
350, the number of years that Noah lived after the flood, 


and fee, whether this allows Terah to. have had a reafon- 
able 
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able time to come to man’s eftate, and be the father of 
children. 

Abraham then was 75 years old when he left his own 
country. After journeying into various places, he over- 
threw the kings, and was met by Melchifedec; but we 
are not told how old he was when this happened. After 
meeting with Melchifedec, he had feveral vifions of God, 
iarried Hagar, and had a fon by her; and when this fon 
was born; Abram was 86 years of age. All this muft have 
taken up fome time; but let us make the moft unfavour- 
able fuppofition poffible, and we fhalt ftill fee, that Terah 
might have been married, and had childrenin a confiftenc 
with fome of thefe children feeing Noah. We fhall fup- 
pofe then, that Abram was 85 years old when he met 
Melchifedec. Add 85 to 222, the number of years which 
elapfed from the flood to the birth of Terah, and the fum 
is 307. Deduct this from 350, the number of years that 
Noah lived after the flood, and we have 43 years for the 
age of Terah when Abraham was born. 

Thus we fee, that hitherto there is not the leaft con- 
tradiction to the chronology in fuppofing, that Noah was 
living when Abram defeated the kings. On the contrary, 
we may, by fuppofing Terah to have been only 30 when 
Abram was born, and the latter 80, reafonably enough 
believe, that Noah lived 18 years after he met Abraham 
returning from the flaughter of the kings. Indeed, if we 
are determined, at all events, to maintain; that Terah was 
70 years old when Abram was born, Noah muft have 
been dead before Abraham left Haran; but this we can- 
not fuppofe, unlefs wealfo fay, that his ‘mother bore three 
at a birth; a very improbable fuppofition, to which we 
have no right to recur without pofitive authority. 

The trong fimilarity, orrather identity of the characters 
of Noah and Mel chifedec, hath, for many years, determined 
my belief om the fubject. I never indeed heard any objec- 
tion to the opinion, excepting one, and it was this objec- 
tion which caufed me to attend to the error in chronology 
above-mentioned. The objection is, that Stephen, in the 
feventh chapter of the Acts, tells us, that Terak was dead 

before 
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beforé Abrahath left Haran; but as Terah lived 20% 
years, Noah muft have been dead long before the battle 
of the kings. To this I anfwer, that, upon this fuppo- 
fition, it muft have been fo ; but it is impoffible that Terah 
could have lived fo long, in a confiftency with the other 
parts of the hiftory. If Terah was /eventy years old when 
Abram was born, and we cannot make him older, even 
on the extravagant fuppofition, that three were born at 
once, he muft have lived 135 years after, to make up 
the 204, and, confequently, Abraham muft have been 60 
years older than we are told he was when he left the land 
of Haran. An error there muft be fomewhere, and it is 
neither incredible nor inconfiftent with a belief of the di- 
vine authority of the facred writings to fuppofe, that an 
errot in a number might take place, either through a 
wrong tranflation, or the carelefinefs of a tranflator. fam 
inclined to think, that it fhould be only oxe hundred and 
five, inftead of two hundred and five; in which cafe Terah 
muft have been thirty years old when Abram was born, 
and then it is natural enough to fuppofe the latter would 
leave Haran the fame year his father died, the 75th of 
his own age; but for this I have no authority. Every 
one may fuppofe what he pom in this way, but ftill 
the charaGer remains the fame; and there is not, nay, 
we are fure there would not be another of the human race 
to whom the things fpoken of Melchifedec could, with 
any propriety, be applied, but Noah himéfelf. 
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Copy of a Letter from the late Rev. Fobn Berridge, Author 
of the Chriftian World unmajked. Communicated by ihe 
Rev. Doéor Ryland, of Briftol. 

“Ever ton, April 25, 1778. 
Dcar Broruer, 


AM coming once again to Piymouth, a long jour- 
| ney for an old man, ont the carriage coftly; yet come 
i muft, to pay refpe& to Mr. Heath; but to make tra- 
velling charges as light as poffible, I fhall fold myfelf up 
in half a fheet, and come poft ina letter. I love to fee 

Chriftians 
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Chriftians appear in miniature, and am labouring to con- 
tract mvfelf. An arduous tafk indeed! For no fooner is 
one paring taken from felf, but another piece of proud 
flefh {prings up in its ftead, and I feel as bulky, as lofty as 
ever. Many living phyficians have been contulted to lef- 
fen this bulk, but the buried Doétors fpeak moft to the 
point. John Baptift underftood a gofpel puife well, and 
fays pofitively, ‘* Jefus muit increafe, but J muft de- 
creafe.” John iii. 30. From him I difcern, that felf-will 
is the Pharaoh, who hardens himfelf. again{ft Chrift, fay- 
ing, Who is the Lord that J fhould ferve him? and the 
Lord’s batteries of courfe are planted againft this great J. 
Once I thought that growing knowledge, with good frames, 
muft make children fprout. up apace into Chrift; but I, 
learn from the Baptift, that good knowledge, and good 
frames, however defirable, may tarn a child rickety, and 
make his great J grow bigger ftill. Yea, I learn alfo, 
whatever be my knowledge or frames, Jefus gets increafe 
in my heart no farther, than great J gets decreafe. AsI 
grow out-of felf, I grow into Chrift, and no fafter. Jefus 
rifes and-gains dominion, as felf finks. If, then, I with 
for more of Chrift, I muft have lefs of felf; and this tyger 
grows lean, not by feeding, but by flarving; grows quiet, 
not by wheedling, but by thumping, Hence I fee the want 
of fome daily crofs, which Jefus kindly fends to crucify 
felf. Hence, too, I find a need of much prayer, to take my 
cro{s patiently, and make it work effectually ; and if a crofs 
knife feems fharp, and cuts deep, it is fent to pare off fome 
large carbuncle, which is ever {prouting up from proud 
felf. I would therefore look on my Lord Wilbewill as 
my worft foe, infolent towards God, offenfive to my neigh- 
bour, and vexatious to my own heart. May I give him 
no quarter, but treat him like a wild beaft as he is, 
and embrace every crofs as an appointed means for taming 
this tyger. So you are preaching again, my friend fays, 
and upon a rufty fubjeé. True, my heart needs this 
preaching every day, and it will not be amifs for you, if it 
ye-unites your heart to ftrange treatment, and much you 
will 
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will meet with from the world and the flefh before your 
warfare is finifhed. 

tae you write to London, fend my hearty love to 
Mrs. Newman. Give kind refpects to your family. 
Grae: and peace be with you all, and with your affection- 
ate fervant, jo! HN BERRIDGE. 


Mr, Robert Heath, Plymoutb- Dock. 





SHORT COMMENTS ON NEW TEXTS. 
“Abs W HAT ts the amount of all his prayers, but an 


attempt to make the Almighty change his 

mind, and a& otherwife than he does. It is as if he 
were to fay, thou knozweft not fo well as I.” Thomas Paine. 
This, accladl noato Mr. Paine, is the amount of all 
prayers to the Deity. But he tells us, that ** he opes for 
happinefs beyond this life.” Therefore he is not /are of 
it, he bare ly hopes tor it, and thinks it ** probable.” And 
how does he hope to attain to that happinefs? Doubtlefs, 
by the gift of that * one Gel,” in whofe exiftenctthepro- 
feffis a belief. And if he fhould pray that ohe" God 
to beftow this gift upon him, which he is not fure that 
he will, would Mr. Paine herein tell the Almighty, “¢ thou 
on not fo well as [??— are Paine tells us, ** I believe 
iat religious duties confift in doing juftice, loving beg 
nd endeavouring to make our fe low creatures happy.” It 

ts then, accord ing to him, a religious duty to free all to 
make our fellow creatures more happy than God has made 
them. And ts not this as really faying to God, * thou 
knoweft not fo well as 1,” as it would be to pray God, 
t! 1a t he would permit and affift us to accomplifh the hap- 
pinefs of others, which is, or ought to be the obje@ of our 
€! iSuie our?—When Mr. Paine pr iblifhed his Age of Rea- 
fon, he doubtlefs did it to inftru 1 his fellow creatures, 1. e. 
to communicate more inftru€tion to them than God had 
communicated. But what is this, on his principle, but 
faying, * thou knoweft not fo well as 1,” how much in- 


ftruction men ov tht to have ? Whenever Mr. Paine fpoke, 
: or 
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or had his fpeech read, in the National Convention, it 
was doubtlefs to give fome information, or to perfuade 
the Convention to adopt fome meafure which it had not 
adopted; i.e. he endeavoured to give information, which 
God had not given, and to lead that. body into a mea- 
fure, into which God had not led them; or, in one word, 
he attempted to bring to pafs an event which God had 
not brought to pafs. .And what is this, on the principle 

uoted above, but faying to the Almighty, “* thou knoweft 
not fo well as 1?” Whenever a perfon applies to a phy- 
fician, or ufes any medicine to cure him of any difeafe; 
whenever the hufbandman clears his land of trees, brufhes 
or weeds; whenever he ploughs or hoes it; whenever he 
mows the grafs, reaps the grain, or gathers the fruits of 
his trees; as in all thefe cafes fomething is done or at- 
tempted to be done different from what God has done, 
the agent fays to God, on the fore- erg principle, 
‘‘ thou knoweft not fo well as I. In fhort, this principle 
equally forbids all human action, as it forbids us to pray. 
For whenever Mr. Paine, or any other man, Writes, {peaks, 

walks, or a¢ts in any form, he brings to pafs, or attempts 
to bring to pafs, fomething which God had not already 
brou ght to pafs. Therefore, as Mr. Paine would avoid 
the impiety of faying to God, “ thou knoweft not fo well 
as 1;” he muft, in future, be as torpid as a ferpent in 
winter ; and, at the fame time, ought feverely to repent of 
his paft impiety, in that he has ever done a fingle action. 

‘ The Creator has made nothing in vain.” 

This is very frequently aflerted by Mr. Paine. 

But has not the Creator made death, ficknefs, pain, for- 
row, difappointment, mortification, bereavement, affliGion, 
ftorms, fhipwrecks, e earthquakes, inundations, drought, 
famine, and defolation? For what end has he made thefe 
things? For the happinefs of man? How does this - 
pear on Mr. Paine’s principles? Would not man hav 
been as happy in the world without as with them? Or, f 
he fhould fay, they were made to fubferve the happinefs 
of man in the future ftate; how does this appear? Some 
reafon muft be given for ‘this, Here conjectures ought 
not 
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not to be advanced by fo zealous an advocate for reafon as 
Mr. Paine. Nor will they be received in this age of rea- 
fon. If thefe things were not made for the happinefs of 
man, it feems they muft have been made in vain, which 
is contrary to my text; or they muft have been made for 
the mifery of man. If this be admitted, what will Mr. 
Paine, on his principles, fay, to vindicate that benignity 
and gocdnefs of God which he every where fo highly ce- 
lebrates ? 

3. ** The true Deift’s religion confifts in contemplating 
the power, wifdom, and benignity of the Deity in his 
works, and in endeavouring to imitate him in every thing 
moral, {cientifical, and mechanical.” 

Mr. Paine’s true Deift doubtlefs contemplates all the 
works of God. How then does he contemplate the fore- 
mentioned works, death, ficknefs, &c.? Does he con- 
te -mplate them with complacency? In order to this, he 
muft view them as defigned to fubferve the purpofes of 
goodnefs. But how does he know, that they do fubferve 
thefe purpofes? Or does he contemplate them with ab- 
korrence? Then, doubtlefs, he contemplates the author of 
coem with the fame abhorrence. And is this the religion 
of a true Deift? The true Deift’s religion is {aid to con- 
fift partly, ** in endeavouring to imitate the Deity ir 
every thing moral.” Now, the infliction of death, cas 
lamity, ficknefs, and mifery, on mankind, is a part of the 
moral sonia of the Deity. Therefore, the true Deitt, 
to act up to his religion, muft imitate the Deity in this, 
and mutt kill every man within his reach. And is every 
true Deift a man of /cience? This is fomething new. This 
is trumping high. Indeed I had been wont to think, that 
tome Deiits, as well as fome Chriftians, are deftitute of 
icience. But to imitate the Deity im every thing /cientif- 
cal, requires very great f{cience indeed. From the mea- 
fure of {cience, which Mr. Paine has fhown himfelf to 
pofiefs, I fhould conclude, that even he is not capable of 
this. Itis a favourite do¢trine of his, that * “ ~ im- 
menfity of {pace is filed with fy ftems of worlds ;” i. e. im- 


menfity is exhaufted, and therefore limited, se infinity is 
finite, 
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fnite. Another doétrine of Mr. Paine is, that “ all our 
Spomens: of {cience is derived from the revolutions of 

e planets.” 

“But arithmetic is a fcience; geometry is a f{cience; af- 
tronomy, ora d litribution of the ftars into conftellations, 
isa fcience; and all thefe fciences were known to the an- 
cients, though they were ignorant ‘Of the true revolutions 
of the planet And Mr. Paine muft be extremely de- 
ficient in aace as well as hiftory, to believe, that addi- 
tion or fubtraction were not, or could not be known in 
the world, till the revolutions of the planets were found 
out. Another demonftration of Mr. Paine’s attainments 
in {cience he has given in this propofition, t that ** trigono- 
metry, when appli ied to the conftruétion of figures drawn 
by a rule and compafs, is called geometry.” If Mr. Paine 
had imitated the Deity in every thing fet entifical, he would 
furely have become pofiefied of more fcience than: he did 
poftels, when he wrote his Age of Reafon. | 

4. ** Itis from the fciences, that all the mechanical arts, 
that contribute fo much to our earthly felicity and com- 
fort, are derived.” And does Mr. Paine believe, that nvan- 
kind never knew how to make fhoes, till they were ac- 
quainted with the fciences? and that the Indians derive 
from the fciences, their fkill in making bafkets and knot 
bowls? 

5. A thing which every body is required to believe, 
requires, that the proof and evidence of tt fhould be equal 
to all, and univerfa fal. But is not every body required to 
believe, that Thomas Paine wrote the Age of Reason? and 
is the evidence of F this equal to all? ** A fmall nu mber 
of perfons,” perhaps not fo many. as * eé! ight or nine,’ 
may have feen him write it. Thefe are introduced as 


proxies for the whole world, to fay, they faw i it, and all 
the reit of the world are called upon to believe it. But 
is ** Thomas did not believe the refurreGtion, and,as they 
fay, would not believe, without having occular and ma- 
nual demonftration himfelf; /o xetther will I? believe that 
Paine wrote the 4ze of Recjon. Thus. on thet rinciple 
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. “It is impoffible for us now to know, that the 
books” (of the Evangehifts ) ‘“‘ were written by the per- 
fons whofe names they bear.” Is it pollible for us now to 
know, that the reputed works of Virgt/, Tully, and Horace, 
were written by thofe men? Let ‘Mr. Paine te!l us on 
what evidence he believes this, and I will produce as great 
or greater evidence, that the gofpels were written by the 
men whofe names they bear. Befides, that the gofpels 
were really written by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, 
is not fo important, as that the accounts they contain be 
true. If the facts related in the gofpels really took place 
as related, Chriftianity is true; though the gofpels were 
firft publifhed ere and afterward, by miftake, the 
names of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, were affixed 
tothem. The gof file certainly were extant at, or very 
near the time, in which their reputed authors fived: and 
if the accounts they contain be fictitious, why was not this 
proved by the vi irulent enemies of Chriftianity, as, on this 
fup )pofition, might moft eafily have been done? And, in 
particular, why was it not proved, that the gofpels were 
not written oY the men whofe names they bear? Here, if 
it were prope ‘, might be introduced the numerous attef- 
tations to many of the moft important facts of the gofpel, 
collected from heathen authors, by Grotius, Lardner, &c. 

7. * What is this world of twenty-five thoufand miles 
extent, to the mighty oce ean of fpace, and the Almighty 
power of the Creator ?”—Anfwer, What is a fyftem of 
ever fo many world: Ss, to an infinite ocean of fpace, or to 
the infinite power of the Creator? Any fyftem of worlds, 
however large, is ftill finite; and finite bears no propor tion 
to infinite. Any finite fyftem no more exhaufts tnfinite 
pace, or infin ute power, than a fingle world does. So 
that — objection which Mr. Paine makes to a {mall fyf- 
tem, ftill attends his own 1 Hp pofed fyftem, however large. 

g. ‘© The word myftery cannot be applied to moral 
truth, any more than obfcurity can be 2pp lied to light. 
+o God in whom we bel} eve, 1S a God of moral tr uth, 
and not a God of myftery or obfcurity. lyftery is the 


penucudl of truth. Itis the fog of human invention, that 
obfcures 
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obfcures truth, and reprefents it in diftortion. Truth 

never envelopes itfelf in myftery; and the -nyftery, in 

which it is at any time enveloped, i is the work of its anta- 
onift, and never of itfelf.” 

Mr. Paine here tells us, that *‘ the word myfery cannot be 
applied to moral truth.” What my ftery there may be in 
Mr. Paine’s fenfe of moral truth, \ cannot fay. But that there 
is a God, exifting from eternity to eternity, and the firft 
caufe of all things.is a moral truth, in the fame fenfe, that 


5 ? 
the trinity, the incarnation of the Son of f God, the hypof- 


tatical union, &c. fuppofing them to be truths, are moral 


truths. And Mr. Paine will not deny, that there is myf- 
tery in the divine exiftence, and efpecially in his acting as 
a firft caufe; for he fays exprefsly, “it 1s incomprehen- 
fibly difficult for man to conceive what a firft caufe is.’ 
Therefore Mr. Paine was ftrangely forgetful, or he never 
would have afferted, that ane word myftery cannot be ap- 
plied to moral truth, and efpecially without great forgetful- 
nefs he would not have aflerted, that “ God is not a God 
of myftery.” ‘«* Myftery is the fog of human invention.” 
And is the incomprehenfible myftery of a firft caufe, ‘* the 
foo of human invention?” And does not the truth, 
that there is a firft caufe, ‘* envelope itfelf in myftery ?” 
If not, who envelopes it in myftery ? For, by Mr, 
Paine’s confeffion, it is enveloped in myftery = * my 
text Mr. Paine fays, as quoted above, “* my ftery is 
the antagoniff of truth,” and, in the latter part of the 
text, he fays, ‘* the myftery in which truth ts at any time 
env cloped, i is the work of its antagonift.” Indeed! Is then 
myftery the work of itfelf ? This is itrange, wonderfully 
ftrange, not only as it implies, that a thing is the caufe of 
itfelf; but as it furnifhes another inftance of Mr. Paine’s 
forgetfulnefs, who, in the fame book, abundantly holds, 
a a thing cannot be the caufe of itfelf. 
“* Myftery—is incompatible with true religion.” — 
Yet mm Paine afferts, “* that every thing we behold, isa 
myftery to us. Our own exiftence is a myftery; the whole 
vegeta tble world is a myftery. We cannot account how it 


is, that anacorn, when put in the ground, is made to de- 
velope 
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velope itfelf, and become an oak,” &c. At the fame time, 
he holds, that the creation is the word of God, and that 
from it alone true religion is to be learnt. How can 
this be, if the creation be fo full of myftery, and myf- 
terv be inconfi iftent t with truereligion? ‘* The very notion 
and deficn of religion prove, even to a demonftration, that 
it muft be free from every thing of myftery, and unin- 
cumbered with every thing that is myfterious.” How 
then can it be learnt from the creation, which is acknow- 
deed to be full of myfteries! at leaft as full as the written 
1 of God. And if religion muft be unincumbered 
with the myiteries of the written word, why mutt it not 
alfo be unincumbered with thofe of creation ° 
10. * A miracle, under any idea of the word, is a fhew: 
and whenever recourte is had to it, it 1s degrading the 
Almighty to a /how-man.” This fame Mr. ‘Paine ‘fays, 
<‘ that every thing is a miracle, and no one thing is a 


. | fs ie ae OP = . 
oreater miracle than another. Therefore, whenever the 


Almighty produces any thrag, he pre duces a mirac de , and 
mir Ja un 1 ¥ anv tava ot the wor 1, iS a fhe pW. ble 


fore, whenever the Almighty pro lenditl any thin 1e de- 
grades himfelf into the character of a pn Aras It is in 
vain for Paine to endeavour to extricate cogs from this 
difficulty, by pretendin Ig that, when he fays, ** every thing 


is a miracle,” he ufes the word in. a peculiar fenk - be- 

caufe he fays, under every idea of the word miracle, it is 
% 
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a SHE objections which have appeared to the piece, 
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Insercec-In VOl. 1. p- 352, feem to require {ome rc- 
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ne le ! timent which runs through that piece 
is, that the pbathniend of merited evil, acknowledged to be 
’ l, L, 4 e900 9 aetial pee, =) 7 , } 
fuch by impartial reafon, does not obfcure or leffen the 


evidence we have of the goodnefs of God, arifing from 
the pofitive good we enjoy: and an attempt was made to 
thew, in feveral eeeieree- that common fenfe dictates, 
that we merit, from the hand of God, the evils we fuffer. 

To 
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To this it is faid, that an objector might fay, the evils 
of this life are punifhments of virtue, and demand proof 
of the contrary ; to wh ich it may be replied, the proof 1s 
con(cioufne/s, that we merit them for our faults. The ob- 
tector adds, ‘* imprifonments, cropping, branding, &ec, 
are pul quires ts of vice, but thev do not demonttrate the 
verte goodnefs of the magiftrate, or of the executioner, 
yw hom they are inflited.” Anfwer 1ft. If they are 
evidently juft, they do not demonftrate the contrary. ad. 
The ar gument did not require pofitive evidence of the 
goodnefs of God from the infliction of merited evil itfelfs 
it was {atisfied in fhewing, that fuch infliction was not Jn- 
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confiftent with his goodnefs. - But ** punifhments may be 
inflidted for crimes, and yet not with perfect equality, and 
perfect regard to the general good.” ‘True, but if they 


nay be feen to be juft, fo far as they are inflicted, |, though 


not equal to the demerit of the fufferer, the objection, if 


¢t have any force at all, muft be grounded in the defect 
of punifhment, and not in punifhment itfelf. - That men 
do not fuffer in this world all that they deferve, is readily 
admitted; and, of courfe, that this is not a {tate of per- 
fectly equal retribution; all that is contended is, that 
what they do fuffer is evidently juft, and fo not incon- 
fiftent with the goodneis of God. The argument derived 
from this unequal diftribution, t prove a future flate, I 


: 


am content fhould remain in all its force. 

2. But the Objector further fays, ** that it is not fuffi- 
cient to vindicate the divine goodnefs to be able to account 
for the natural ev nlin the world; we mutt be able alfo to 
account for mora/evil; as this did not come into the world 
without the prov idénce, va at leaft, without the know- 
ledg ye or permi {lion of God;”’ and contends, ** that we 
cannot vindicate the divine goodnefs otherwife than by 
proving, that fin is fubfervient to the general good.” 
This is attacking the e principle of the piece he oppotes; 
but the a ition, 1 truft, is unfounded; for it will be re- 
membered, that the queftion is, wh eclene we have not evi- 
dence, from the light of nature, that God is good ? ard 
J think it is clear, that as we enjoy much good from the 


hand 





























A 
+ eee Og 














| : sire - ary ‘ ] .*+ . ar > 
ther our coniciouincis of cae IS aroilrary, OF 2gree- 








, ; ’ e | ‘ . ~ 
+ anr 24 ex? *rmrner * = -*s © . < 
able to the trut! na reaity OF things, Will Many > Ciffer- 

, ‘ 

- —- . ne r * . . > bi -mar . e \ Pee 
ence as to tn - . vi =< -/ if . " s aww ti e- - Liici Ce 
- - - 7 

a - . © os > i+ ary & @hemree 4+ 4] 
> compre i je Whore ivitem Gi lings, a the 

-* = ; ’ 55 

ia > f-f oe , - 

WiVve ¢ HiOsTal cvi 5 iJueivVi \ yr Wels au, “ CHT. 








“a* > - i 

: , ; } ‘ or sO a ‘ aA} 
fo vicious, and picature to virtuous actions, tic Ubjcctor 

‘ : ' 3 , : 
qGemanas, - Does this prove that Wod 1S Pericciiy aud inte 

I 

j ‘ , +, tf 3) 66 at nk She @ “mt rem —— 
iti, liar cO0U - @QiNi AUUSs 4é 42% 5 si i Poise Bw 444.45 UL l= 














- . . , , : ’ ‘ 
> + prs . . ssanre © r ’ - +ne et y 3¢ tre 
li ~isva Ao £20 ‘ ee eae “—& Lite & F eee ee - ~siw 
' * . . . - ~~ . 
ryt » + ~~ TOV onc 4° ro nroOfrtte. ‘ Tit. 
ss j . =e owt wt « Sie ee --+\ 2 i. —e he 6 ese seaweed 
_ r = 
= + + Pw a en - i Sa ee }*ec of aa?" De a te [= "Lahn tas tie £ 
Tilt LO ii V. Lise eid e042 2a Le Ji (2a ~e+F Sei we sihsedbiiiltia i 
neni, afi-amnell Geol eLat he - . tol — } But * 
CUUTicC it Yili 24ULIUUWo Lia Li ID 3 ees Cs eu we AL 1€ 
. - , e a 
afica fnncthoe ‘“< as ry | —— — ~ manw + —* 
aixs furcher, $ not picaiure annexec tO many vicess 
; - . . - - ‘ 
© }- _- TT e290 flir > =o - + > ‘2 DY 
= & =ae 10 4 ~GimMmin. & 4 ae | ‘ ~~ Sibwad Ji j ~~ ‘ . Vj 
P : Se ee saned.? Te —_— 
‘ . | ~ i WO 4 ~ ea Wis & we ‘sedi Si wre 6 h bit 2 2° 7€ 
; ’ . ™ ~- |(*+ eee — - ~ + . - > 
> 4 ‘ 
; as 7. . a. a ws ’ rw ke .f - se ed is 
. ‘ . — + : 
*.% - ** , "s - > 5 . Z 
I . ~— s ’ - . o LAL - &/ ’ . aS sv . +4 ~ .~ 
~~. . + - ~- > Pe ~ . ‘ - - - “a 
Las < >> sad 4 tie \ /a we ue = se. iss C4i A 4 _ ee ha 
"> _ ‘em + . as . . . mead - + 4 a - —_— 
a4 . - ~ ‘ si ih «© = a tes + i eWwaase ‘ = q 4 7 
i 
- . . 7 
* — > _ — . - re erait+s ~ -* ¢nrea 
’ - . . S ss s ead Pakis . — Wwsseeku «= tee & ~ 
‘ = . - 
on ~s «+ -—2 - * . 
BJ i wses ot > u . , . > tk We &A : * & cits . 
. , 
— . ~ « - + _— 3 _ hs [+2 
CcCre i . . ‘ Mu>e Ail Lili ¥ 5c §$ 
ere - - - . - a i -~— . > ‘ TreeveTyy + = Ff 
. a * . ‘ - 2 sh GN ELs it, Ul TiO i i” 
7 . . . . 
+ - . — ne > + > . . . aes ae mince 
. _ ~« ~~ +i a . . . _ ‘ ee F - + ase ie | 
. no + » +> —- . - . __-* - ™s~ ' ~ + ; 
, ‘ . sidws & ~~ . - > — . ‘ >» * Ww» biwise 24 
r - = 
= > wer — ¢ Lc * o 4 —— a > . — + 
it - r| FILLY . i . z3 Xv sLio Gi ItCve ee J 
‘ 
. - * . 
hotel ~\2 > -t en * *rho . - ¢ + Aer Or eter oF 
: ’ ~ Vi ¥C Lae ae » : 
J =i" ‘ . | > s . 4 iwiliie -4iizis Gal 
- = > 
s ds bec . ~ + | - ~~ + ~ *~A8 s2 aa! , ao & 
< ~ ~ . . - 
‘ ~ SPRAINS Wilstil Giclsillid 15 Vig aeeecsVlig 1D LAL weer 
a ‘ ~ “7 *¢ en + -— ~* 
iv i iv ie — S8073i3 & + did bale 
7 . ‘ * 
, - @¢h oe ¢ ~ > _ ; “4 | ~~ ~~ = + + tan ils t #hoFt® 
—_* 4is &44% 4 ~~. suai wre ie it“ ~ Shih w\S CA bias He eer. 5s 
ev *- . ~ sr > v0" ~- - . -_ tee — ae 7 
vy. —~ WSL ile Chbdhaw’d 3 we Rs Red wR ALD - wei De lL iver 
. > 
. “ . « . 
> 7. ow slo +- own * ~ + — 
‘ ’ > , ‘ nm, . ‘? 
Ses Lews i Kee ¥ NA . ’ scsi ~ 7" Va & LIAL I Gl iaws ii 
- 2434-44300 bsevlb Wsesetin INS Pe LV UA eienaeid 21a CVicel i 
“ 
- 
Vl 











OE AN et CON tg 


On the Light of Nature. gr 


of the divine goodnefs, refulting from the general effect 
of thofe laws, in the production of good. °T he reafon- 
ing on that head the Objector has not particularly an- 
{wered ; ; but concludes from the exiftence of thofe evils, 
feveral of which he enumerates, that it does not appear 
> thofe laws themfelves are indeed fubfervient to the 
general good: and infinuates, that in that part of my ar- 
ps ument, as weil as in many other parts of my piece, I 
have taken for gr: ow od the very thing in queftion, which 
is, that God is perfeétly good, and therefore, that the 
laws which he has eftablifhed are fubfervient to good. It 
is difficult to prove | propofitions that are themfelve es as evi- 
dent as any poffib sle medium of proof; in fuch cafes, no- 
thing furt her is nece flary, t nut barely to propofe them to 
the view of the mind; if this does not fatisfy, nothing 
will: As when I fay, the law which produces light is for 
the general good, I truft it will be agreed, notwithftand- 
ing it may be the caufe of pain to perfons who look upon 
the meridian fun, to demand proof, in fuch a cafe, would 
be unre -afonable, and to attempt to produce it, abfurd. But 
ad does it appear that I have tak: «i for granted the very 
:eftion in a >? The point to be proved is, that God 
is good ; the medium of proof is, that his laws are good, 
or that he does good: now, we Nitti cs I have taken for 
cranted the medium of proof, is this the fame as to take 
for granted the thing to be stvoal ? J think not. 

5. But it is further demanded, was it not in the 
power of the Deity, to * ce us in a world governed by 
laws, by which we fhould be liable to lefs evil than at- 
tends us in this world?” Had we been innocent, we 
fhould, doubtlefs, have been more happy than we now 
are; but asthe cafe is, our circumftances are fuited to our 
character and {tate. 

6. But the writer further afks, the happinefs of the 
world an evidence, that God is pend sonia to what It 
would be if there were no natural evil, but the happinefs 


were intire and undiminifhed by mifery ? and the n adds, 
9 | a, Q 
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** let the candid aniwer this inquiry. in that character 
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I would reply, that if we may fairly 
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ence of fin, without impeaching the divine goodnefs, and 
alfo, that in the eye of impa rtial rea fon, we merit all the 
evil we fuffer, as I think we may, itis. I might go fo far 
in this place as to fay, that the evils wiiel men fuffer in 
this world, in many inftances, are manifeftly a mean of 
great good. God’s cutting fhort the lite of man, and limit- 
ing it to the fhort period of thre elcore years and ten, con- 

idering the rapid progr efs that moft men make tn wick- 


» 
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itiale isa mean of pre venting infinite mifchief and dif- 
order; his letting loots the p neftilence more or lefs, {trikes 
the world with awe, and checks the progrefs of impiety, 
which, were it not for fuch indications of the wrath of ‘Goa. 
would again fill the earth with violence. 

7.1 will now attend to the writer’s obfervations on the 
paflage of {cripture, in Rom. 1. 19, 20, &c. “ That 
which may be known of God, is manifeft in them, for 
God hath fhewed it unto them, for the invifible things of 
him creme the creation of the world are clearly feen, being 
underftood by the things that are made, even his eternal 
power an: | godhead, fo that they are without excufe, becaufe 
th at when they knew God, they clorified him not as God, 
neither wereth ankful,” &c. Itisfaid,t heapoftle here afferts 
a matter o! * fact, not a mere pofipality ; what was actuaily 
{een and known, and not merely what migh it be feen and 
known, and of wa ch the evidence might be traced out. 
Whether this conftruction be jut or not, the apoitle’s ar- 
rument does not { "7 eem to require it; for if the evidence 
f the invifible things of God was fo fhewn to the hea- 
thens, of whom the anpoftle is {peaking, as that, witha 


due exercife of their faculties, they might fee them, this 
al > sresia Raca T-t I. , os . + 
alone would have been fufficient to render them withawt 
in not gloritying God, as God, whether they faw 
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them 17 faci or not; and. on this ground, he re is no oc- 


cation of my aliertino, ** that the abfolute moral perfec- 
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tion of (sed was, 1n ft: 
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ict, ciearly feen by the heathens by 


the heip of the bare licht of nature: it is fu fficient to my 
purpofe, that evidence of this was afforded them by the 
light of nature, if they had not been wanting to them- 
leives. Certain it is, that the heathens were fo circum- 


{tanced 
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flanced, either from their aual knowledge of the things of 
God, or from their neglecting the means they had to 
know them, as to be all without excufe, for not clorify- 
ing God as God; this writer fuppofes the former fup- 
pofition to be true: at the fame time, in a paflage imme- 
diately following, he feems to exprefs an opinion, that the 
moral chara¢ ter of God was manifeft to fome only of them, 
by the evidence which God had given in the works of 
creation and providence, together with revelation derived 
from the Jews, or handed down from primitive times. 
If this be his opinion, how is it confiftent with their be- 
ing all without excufe, on the ground of what was aéu- 
ally feen and known by them. But further, it feems to be 
the writer’s opinion, that what was aéfually feen and known 
by moft of the heathens, and by both of the fources he 
mentions, was the natural perfection of God only; and 
that this was his real fentiment, is intimated by what he 
obferves in his clofing fentence, when he fays, that “ in 
the invifible things of God, the apoftle does not fay he 
meant to include his moral perfection ; but he explains 
himfelf to mean, by invifible things, eternal power and 
‘* godbead or fupremacy ;” andadds, ‘* thatany thing more 
was intended by the apoftle,-by the term godhead, re- 
mains to be proved. ” It feems then, that though fome 
individuals among the heathens might, by the light of 
nature and revelation, both come to the knowledge of 
God’s moral character, yet even this conceflion is wholly 
gratuitous ; for the apoftle meant to convey no fuch idea, 
but only that to the heathens, the natural perfections of 
God, or his power and fupremacy, were clearly feen, being 
firit fuggefted by revelation, derived from the Jews, or 
hande E down from primitive times, being minded or thought 
upon by the things that are made. But if the body of the 
heathen world derived no other benefit from revelation 
thant! his, it it might as well have been left out of the queftion; 
for moft agree, that the power and fupremacy of God 
may be pr oved by the light of nature alone; and. on thefe 
principles it remains to be fhewn, how the heathens were 
under obligations to glorify God as God, or to be thankful. 

Vol. III, No. 1. E The 








On the Light of Nature. 


34 

The original Greek word which is here tranflated god- 
bead, in its moft obvious and proper fenfe, feems to ex- 
prefs all that belongs to the divine nature and effence, as 
fully as any fingle word can do; itis certainly ufed in this 
extenfive fenfe, in Col. ii. g. where the fullnefs of the 
godhead doubtlefs means more than the fullnefs of natural 
perfection. I donot find that it is ufed any where elfe in 
the New Teftament ; its being in the paffage in Romans, 
diftinguifhed from the word power, which fummarily ex- 
prefles the natural perfections of God, as frequently ufed 
in fcripture, evinces, that it is intended to include the mo- 
ral perfections of God; otherwife the fenfe is not at all ad- 
vanced by it: And, laftly, the argument of the apoftle re- 
quires it to be underftood thus, otherwife his conclufion, 
that the heathens were without excufe, in not glorifying 
God as God, would not follow from any thing he had 
faid. 

I will now attend to the learned writer’s criticifm on 
the Greck participle, in the paflage in Romans, rendered 
in the vulgar tranflation, by the word underftood, which 
it feems important for him to fupport; for if God’s eter- 
nal power and godhead, or divinity, in the fenfe now ex- 
plained, are clearly feen, being underftood or difcovered 
by the things that are made, the point is fettled. He fays, 
the word properly fignifies, minded, thought of, or confidered, 
and not fo properly uzderftood, and afferts, that the ufe 
of it in the New Teftament, and of the verb from which 
it is derived, proves this. The benefit he expects from 
this tranflation is, that it feems to imply a pre-exifting 
notion of the godhead in the mind, furnifhed in the firft 
place by revelation, and only fupported and confirmed by 
contemplating the things that are made. But I am con- 
vinced it may be made appear, that the word is rendered 
more juftly in our common tranflation. The Greek noun, 
which is the theme from whence this word is derived, is 
ufually rendered by the words, the underftanding ; it is fo in 
Luke xxiv. 45. in 1 Cor. xiv. 14, 15, 19. So the primis 
tive verb, in its various forms, is rendered by the verb, 
to underftand, in its correfponding forms in Matth. xxiv. 
25. Mark, xiii, 14. Heb. xi. 3. I have found but one place 
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where it is rendered by the verb to confider, and that is, 
2 Tim. ii. 7. and there it was obvioufly fo rendered, to 
prevent the reiteration of a like found in the fame verfe; 
and but one place where it is rendered by the verb ¢o think, 
and that is, Eph. iii. 20. “ Above all that we afk or 
think,” which might have been as well rendered, ‘* above 
all that we underftand or conceive; in Mark vill. 17. it 1s 
rendered by the verb, to perceive, becaufe the word under- 
ftand immediately follows, and the verb to perceive is 
equivalent with the verb, to underftand. So, the active 
participle is, in 1 Tim. i. 7. rendered by the participle 
underftanding. So, where a privative is prefixed to the pri- 
mitive, which precifely negates its meaning, it is render- 
ed by the verb to mot underftand: thus, Mark tx. 32. 
Luke ix. 45. 2 Peter ii. 12. So, when a particle ufed in 
the compofition of words, fignifying difficulty, is prefixed, 
the meaning of the primitive is the fame; as in 2 Peter 
iii. 16. It is true, when the primitive is compounded with 
various prepofitions, it js tranflated by the verbs ¢o con- 


fider, to repent, to fufpe?, &c. and thus the Greek verbs 


are varied to exprefs different modes of the fame general 
idea almoft without end; but the primitive has its own 
meaning, and the compounds theirs: On the whole, I 
think it is clear, that the word in the paflage in queftion, 
is tranflated in our Bibles, in its moft ufual and proper 
fenfe; and that the alteration propofed as an amendment, 
is forced and unnatural. This paffage of fcripture then 
is, directly in point to prove, that the moral charaéter of 
God may be known by the things that are made, without 
the aid of revelation. 

8. It is highly probable, that the heathen theology, 
as it was underftood, and praétifed upon for many ages, 
was acorruption of fome original revelation to the pro- 
genitors of the human race; but it was fo corrupt as to 
lead its votaries to ignorance, rather than to the knowledge 
of the living and true God. The defcriptions which the 
ancient poets, who accommodated themfelves to com- 
mon and received opinions, have given of the heathen 
gods, fhew, that the heathens thought that God was alto- 
gether fuch an one as themfelves. At thealtars of thefe 
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ods were immolated the moft coftly victims ; in many 
cafes, the fons and daughters of the miferable votaries, 
and with impious and impure rites, fit only to be ufed in the 
fervice of devils; they were ferved not as good, but as 
power rful and vindiétive beings ; not with love, but with 
al _ fear: facrifices and offerings had loft every thi ing 
good in them, a reference to a future atonement for fin, to 
be made by the Son of God: the whole ritual and fervice 
of this theolos By was, fo to exprefs it, but the caput mor- 
tuum of original divi 1e inftitutions; nay, it was the wor- 
hip of devils, and not of God; inftead of coming in aid 
of the light of nature, it was itfelf palpable darknefs. If 
a Pyt hagoras, a Socrates, ora Plato, from fome acquaint- 
ance with the Hebrew literature, acq juired jufter notions of 
God, the body of the pagan wor rld could derive no bene- 
fit from it. The pagans, in general, then, whom the apoftle 
fuppofes kr new, or might know, the moral charaé¢ter of 
God, could not know it, either from the corrupted reve- 
lation handed down to them from age to age, nor from the 
Jewith revelation; it mutt therefore have been derived 
literally from the book of nature and providence, which 
was always open before their eves, or from the things 
that are made. 





¢ Eprror of the THrotocicar MaGazINE. 
Sir, 
eo aun, other valuable papers of an aged minifter, 


the one which Lt now inclofe to you lately came int 
my hands. On reading it, feveral reafons occurred to 
offer it for publication in ou Magazine. If thefe fhould 
appear of weight to you, | requeit it may be inf ferted. 
The fentiments it contains, are often difcufied in fermons 
and in converfation; but as they refpe& the character and 


government of God, and the intercourfe of the fou! with 
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him, expreffed in prayer, they appear in their juft connec- 
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when addrefled to God, it is hoped they will not be dif- 


uted in any other way. 

In the fcriptures a number of prayers are recorded ;— 
feveral of which were.made by Chrift, and fome by the 
apo ftles; the defign of which doubtlefs was, to exhibit 

uf {entiments and exercifes, and, as an encouragement 
and pattern to others. If the fentiments of the inclofed 

rayer be confiftent and evangelical, it may be ufeful not 
only i in the fenfe of inftruétion, but as an example; and 
from the felf-diftruft and humility which appear through 
the whole of it, may, by the divine blefling, be a great en- 
couragement to the fincere Chriftian in his trials. 

Should we coincide in opinion on the prefent fubject, I 
may take the liberty of forwarding two other prayers ona 
{acramental occafion, written by a deceafed minifter, but 


which IJ fhall defpair of your approving, if this be not ac- 
cepted. Yours, NISUS. 





PRAYER OF AN AGED MINISTER. 


O THOU, who inhabiteft eternity! the only true 
God, invifible, incomprehenfible, omnipotent, omnipre- 
fent, omnifcient, infinitely wife, righteous, and good, true 
and faithful: unchangeable in thy being, perfections, and 
defigns ; abfolutely independent, felf-fufficient and all-fuf- 
ficient; infinitely and unchangeably happy; the Creator 
of all things, vifible and invifible, and their conftant pre- 
ferver in the exercife of an univerfal, a particular, wife and 
irrefiftible providence over all creatures and things; main- 
taining the moft excellent and perfect moral government 
over all thy rational creatures, infinitely above any con- 
troul or difappointment ; accomplifhing thine own pur- 
pofes, doing whatever pleafeth thee in heaven and on earth. 
‘“* Thy counfel ftands forever, and the thoughts of thine 
heart to all generations.” 

I adore thee, who haft manifefted thyfelf in thy works 
of creation and providence, and yet more clearly in the re- 
velation given to man, contained in the Bible, one God, in 


three perfons, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft. This God 
I adore, 
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I adore, as the only living and true iepe I do, I think, 
cordially a pprove e of thy whole revealed char a and re. 
joic -¢ in thine infinite being » fuprem cy, and felicity; in thine 
all perfe& government, works and revealed ieheet I 
know, and confefs with fhame andabafement, that i and 
all the human race, have finned and come fhort of the gl lory 
of God; are tran{ fgreflors of thine ho ly law, are ina ftate 
of total moral depravity, in nfinite guilt and wretchednefs, 
and mi ight juit!; y vaey been eft to serith forever, without 
any he elp or hope ; ; but thou haft fo loved fallen, ruined, 
infinitely guilty man, as ‘ to give thine only begotten Son, 
that whoever beliveth in him fhould not peri fh, but have 
everlafting life ;” who has become man, and, in oi is hu- 

man nature, fuffered. death on the crofs, and yielded an 
infinitely meritorious obedience to the divine law, by 
which he has made an ample atonement for fin, and ob- 


tained a righteoufnefs fufficient for the pardon and juftifi- 
cation of finners; fo that, “ thou canft now be jué in jaf- 
fying every one who believeth in Jefus Chri ft. 


ms acknowledge I am under great and peculiar obliga- 
tions to grati itude to God, not on ly for the gofpel, that I 
was born and educated in a land where thefe glad tiding 
are publifhed; but that I defcended trom Chriftian an- 
BP le nd have been reftrained from many openly vici- 
ous practices, of which many have been guilty; that I 
had a public academica | education ; ; that though I made 
a pr rofeffion of religi on in my youth, and d while I was ig- 


. 


orant of true relig iad was pleafed, foon after, to 
Cpen mune eves, and d jifcover to me my delufion; that 
was inth ll of ] 


S | of bitternefs, and bonds of iniquity, and, 
as I hope, ** to give me the light of tne knowledge of 


ep 


the glory of God, in the face of Jelus Chritt.” T! hanks 
be to God. that he was pleated to put me into the work 
of the mini iftry in my younger days; a ftation and bufi- 


refs ft % to me, has always appeared the moft de- 
firable, happy, a nd honourable of any whatever. And 
biefied be God, w ho has continued mein it fo many years, 
even to oid age, and enabled me to embrace, preach, main- 
tain, and vindicate the great and important doGrines of 
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contained in divine revelation, though I have hereby in- 
curred the reproach and oppofition of many of my fellow 

men. 
I confefs before God, my great and awful depravity 
and wickednefs. My fins of youth, and of my life fince, 
are, to me, as innumerable as the hairs of my head, or 
{ands on the fea fhore; and they have been attended with 
ageravations, which, render their magnitude far, yea in- 
finitely far beyond my conception. Mine odioufnefs and 
uilt are fully known only to the omnifcient God. My 
guilt and vilenefs are, in my view, great, far beyond any 
other perfon, fo that I confider myfelf the greateft fin- 
ner who ever lived, and am willing to be fo confidered by 
the omnifcient Saviour of finners: and were there no 
mercy for fuch an one, I fhould fink into defpair. And, 
O! how mutt I appear before thee, who haft a conftant, 
moft clear and perfect view of all my fins with all their ag- 
gravations! I have ungratefully abufed light, diftinguifh- 
edly great, and infinite love and goodnefs. Yea, 1] have 
abufed every favour and mercy which thou haft beftowed 
on me, fo as to render myfelf more guilty than I could 
have been, had they been withheld. If I have any fin- 
cerity before thee, and thou have formed my heart 
to real holinefs, it has been exercifedin fo low a degree, 
and [have fuch an awful degree of felfifhnefs, pride, world- 
linefs, ftupidity, and unbelief, that, in every duty, and jn 
all | have done, whether in private and fecret, or in pub- 
lic, in converfation and writing, in praying and preach- 
ing, there has been fuch a mixture, and fuch a degree of 
fin, that, all viewed together, as they appear to me, they 
are, beyond expreffion, worfe than nothing: and how 
much more are they in thy fight! So that, inftead of me- 
riting, or deferving any good at thine hand for any thing 
that I have done, or becoming lefs unworthy and ill deferv- 
ing in thy fight, all lies againft me, and I have been con- 
ftantly increafing in unworthinefs and guilt, fo “ that if 
thou be ftri& to mark iniquity, according to thine holy and 
righteous law I cannot anfwer,” but muft be condemned 
toendlefs mifery. I have no refuge, or hope, butin fo- 
vereign 
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vereign grace, through a Mediator. * God be merciful tg 
me a finner !” 

I have long entertained a hope that I am a Chriftian, 
a real friend to Chrift; and this has fometimes arifen to 
fuch a degree of affurance as to remove all doubt. But, 
at other times, mry doubts have greatly preponderated, 
and, in a view and fenfe of the great depravity which al- 
ways attends me, and of the blindnefs, hardnefs, and de- 
ceitfulnefs of my heart, I have not difcerned any thing 
there of a contray nature, and have had fearful appre- 
henfions that I was not a real Chriftian, and “ after I 
have preached the gofpel to others, fhall myfelf be a caft- 
away.” And even now, while I am addreffling thee, O 
thou omnifcient Saviour of finners! Iam in doubt refpett- 
ing my ftate, whether I be a true friend to thee, or not. 
If I have altogether come fhort of faving faith and real 
holinefs, and thou have not given me a new beart, and 
have determined to lead me on in fuch circumftances and 
ways, in the enjoyment of fuch light, privileges, and mer- 
cies, as to fill up the meafure of my fins, and render me 
the moft guilty perfon that ever lived, the greateft finner 
of all the human race, and then caft me off into propor- 
tionably greater and endlefs mifery, fo as to be the greateft 
monument in the univerfe of thy difpleafure and venge- 
ance to alleternity, thou wilt be perfe@tly juft: I fhall 
have no reafon to complain, and all thy friends will re- 
joice in this thy righteous and holy vengeance, and 
honour and praife thee forever. This, thou knoweft, I 
have in fome meafure conftantly felt, and exprefsly ac- 
knowledged before thee, times to me innumerable; and, 
that whatever I fhall receive better than this, and of 3 
faving nature, muft be the fruit of fovereign, undeferved 
goodnefs. 

I am theclay in thine hand, the fovereign potter, ‘ who 
haft mercy on whom thou wilt have mercy, and whom 
thou wilt, thou hardeneft ;” and I am pleafed with this 
dependence, and with being thus in thine hand, and at thy 
sovereign difpofal, in time and eternity. I know thou wilt 
fave me, and give me eternal life, if this be confiftent with 
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infinite wifdom and goodnefs: if it be not inconfiftent 
with the higheft difp! ay of the glory of God, and the 
greate eft zoo ri of the creation; and, it I may not be faved, 
confittently v wit thefe, L have no defire to be faved, and 
cannot afk it on any other fuppofition, though infinitely 
dreadful to be loft and perith fore ever. OQ! how can I 
hear eternal, exd/e/s deftruétion; to be like the devil, and 
join with him in enmity to God, and horrid blafphemy of 
him forever, and to feel thine eternal difpleafure and ven- 
geance, in abfolute defpair of any relief ‘ This feems to 
me, from the imperfect view I have of it, to be intoler- 
able > but | belicve many will fa!l under this doom, and 
J vid vy thou wilt make th ‘m to bear it; and though my 
punifhment ‘fhould exceed t at of all others, thou canft 
hold me up, and caufe me to L eat it, and glorify th ry felf, 
by inflicting it with the utmot t feverity. 

But, Oh! what reafon have I of thankfulnefs to thee, 
Almi chty Saviour, that I have not been fent to endlefs a 
ftruction long before this time; and that I may yet hope 
to ofc: ape this infinite evil, and obtain eternal falvation, 
by thy boundle(s, fovere ion erace, who haft done fo much 
for me, and waited fo long run on me! If I be not utterly 
deceived refpecting the exercifes of mine own heart, I do 
— fincerely and fenfibly i prove of, and am pleafed with 

hy chara@er, as a fuffe ‘ring and reigning Saviour, and 
with the way of falvation for finners which thou haft 
opened, and with all thy revealed works and defigns. I 
place all my defire and hope of ialvation on thee: on thy 
merit, righte oufnefs, and infinite worthinefs, and on thy 

power, wifdom and goodnefs. I defireno other Saviour ; 
no other falvation, than that which is by thee, which thou 
ziveit, If it were poffible for the golf (pel not to be true 
ind from | heaven, and for me to know this, I fhould im- 
mediately give up all hope of happinefs, and fink into ab- 


folate deipair of all good; nor could entertain the Jeaft 


ope’. ¢ or with for relief and happinefs in any other way. 
i Know that ** he,” and he only, ‘ is blefied,” “* who 


trufeth in thee;” and that “ this is eternal life and hap- 
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pinefs to know thee the only true God, and Jefus Chrift, 
whom thou hat fent” to be the Saviour of finners. 

I know thou doft invite and command me to come to 
thee, and that ** whoever cometh to thee, thou wilt not 
reject,” but will give him eternal falvation. And I know 
that ‘ none will come to thee unlefs they are drawn b 
the Father,” with almighty power and irrefiftible grace, 
and that none are fubjects of this power and grace but 
thofe who were chofen and given to thee from eternity, by 
the purpofe and decree of Ged. So that it has, from eter- 
nity, been fixed by the determinate counfel of God, who 
fhall be faved, and who fhall not, and whether I fhall be 
faved or not. And inthis I doas fincerely acquiefce and 
rejgice, as in any thing whatever; becaufe all this is unalter- 
ably fixed by infinite wifdom and goodne {s, and there- 
fore fo as to anfwer the beft end in every inftance, what 
will be moft for the glory of God and the general good, 

ud if I be net included in the number of them who 
were Ried to thee O thou incarnate Son of God! and 
my name were not written in thy book of life before the 
foundation of the world, I fhall not be faved: nor, in this 
{fuppofition, can I have the leaft defire of it. But as the 
glory of God wiil be promoted in the falvation of finners, 
and as I may hope it will in mine, though I do not know 
it, in regarding thy glory in the higheft d degree, and in the 
fulfilment of my perional duty, it is incumbent on me to 
defire ind ftrive for falvation, with concern and earnett- 
nefs, and, without delay, come to Chrift for it, and it will 
be wholly mine own fault, if I negle& this great falvation 
and perifh forever. Of all this, OQ Lord, thou haft con- 
vineed me, fo that I am as fure of it, as of mine own exift- 
ence, or a aby truth whatever. 

I know, O Lord, that the fentiments and exercifes 
which I have now expreffed, and of which I have no 
coubt, have the aj ppearance of friendfhip to thee, fo that 
ay be inferred from them, I do come to thee according 
line invitation, and am interefted in thy promifes. 
Phis is, at ti nes, a {trong ground of hope, that 1 ama 
Chriftian, and, in fome feafons, my exercifes of this kind 
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are fo ftrong and fenfible, and my mind is fo illuminated, 
that all doubt fubfides, and I have a degree of affurance, 
pha t lam aChriftian; but my mind is great part of my 

e fo dark, and my exercifes of the right kind, if I have 
any, are fo low and langui Ms gad [ fee fo much of the con- 
trary in my heart and practice, and I have fuch a convic- 
tion of the deceitfulnefs of my] cart, that | often have no 
confidence that | am a Chrifian and friend te thee, but 
am diffident and doubtful, fufpecting and fearing there is 
fome fatal de ception at bottom. And I know, O Lord, 
that without the powerful operations of thy {pirit, exciting 
itrong, lively, and conftant exercifes of grace, and illumi- 
nating my mind if the knx owledge of the ‘truth, giving me 
fenfible and clear difcoveries of what pafies in my heart, 
fo as clearly to diftinguifh betwe en good and evil, I can- 
not have and fenfibly enjoy the wi itnefs of thy {pirit, that 
[am a child of God. Nor do I defire any other evi- 
dence and affurance that I am a Chriftian, and fhall be 
faved, than what may arife from the exercife of true 
holinefs, of which thy holy fpirit is the author, and 
the latter is more the object of my attention and moft ar- 
dent defires than the former. Lord, thou knowett J may 
be deceived. I know, O Lord, ios haft given all the 
encouragement to call upon thy name I can defire, and I 
have often faid, “ I will call on the name of the Lord 
as long as I live.” But I know I am wholly dependent - 
on thee for a heart and fkill to do this; for ‘** 1 know not 
what to pray for as J ought,” unlefs thy fpirit be given 
me,. to help mine taliconittes.. whom thou haft promifed 
toall who afk for him. But even for a heart to afk for the 
{pirit, and all thofe good things which are implied in this 
sift, | am wholly dependent on thy fovereign will. Of this 
thou haft canvinced me, and I hope thou haft given me a 
heart to feek thee with fome degree of fincerity, and to 
afk for the Holy Spirit. 

And now, O mott gracious God, I look and cry to thee 
for the Holy S )pirit, to convince me of fin, and thoroughly 
reprove me for it, to form my heart to true and clear 
caifcerning of fpiritual things ; as ‘‘ a fpirit of power, love, 
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he dom none men Tefus ( hrif cane fo deftroy ? 
When fhall he, who died on the crofs, 1. rifen from the 
dead, and exalted to the throne of the univerfe, take to 
hinfelf his great power and reign, caft fatan into the bot- 
tomlefs pit, that he may deceive and deftroy the nations 
no longer, and draw all men unto himfelf, caufing all the 
ends of the earth to look to him and be faved? In the 
pautul view of the fin and mifery of mankind, which have 
} vailed and do now prevail on the earth, to fuch a 
dreadful deeree, | do rejoice in the affurance that thou dof 
reign and will accomplith all the wife and benevolent pur- 
paics of thy heart, and thy revealed defiens, tn the beft 
time and n iuner, and by inftruments moft fit for the pur- 
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On the impartiality of God. 45 


“ Of a Truth I perceive, that God is no 2e(peter of Per- 
fons.” Acts xX. 34. 


T is often objected againft the doctrine of Elefion, that 
I; it repre fents God as a re{pecter of perfons, a and fo is 
nconfitent with this and other fimilar paflages of fcrip- 
ure. But what is meant by this p hrafe, that God 1s no 


efpecter of | perfons? Does it not imply, that he will 
treat sid, perfohs alike, fo as to beftow no greater favours 
upon on > than upon another, when they are equally un- 
worthy, or deftitute of any claim to thefe? And this muft 
be its meaning, if 1t Is inconfiftent with the doctrine of elec- 
tion—but this certainly cannot be the fenfe of the pafiage. 
For it is evident, from the plaineit facts, and moft exprefs 
declarati ons of {cripture, that God does conter sah 
yreater favours, both temporal and fpiritual, upon fome 
sai n upon others, when they are equally deftitute of any 
lal 
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Thus, fome are endowed by their Creator with great 
natural abiliti ies, and are favoured with peculiar opportu- 
nities for improvement; others are endowed with very 
om ull capacities, and are tavoured with little or ro oppor- 

unity for improving in knowledge. Some are formed 
wi with {prig thtly, well proportioned ‘bodies » Vigorous con- 
ftitutions, and are generally formed wh health, that 
reateft of earthly bleffings. Others, from their childhood, 
ire infirm and deformed, and feldom enjoy a day of eafe 
and health. To fome, God hath given a pew peaceful 
temper, which 1s fo favourable to happi nefs: others are 
turally morofe, peevifh, and uneafy, w hich is moft inju- 
rious to their peace and comfort. Some are born in eafy 
affluent circumftances, always enjoy an abundance of'the 
neceflaries and comforts of life, and pafs their lives in éafe, 
and plenty. Others, from their birth, are heirs of flavery 
and wretchednefs. They are born Weft- Indian or Turkith 
flaves, and under the daily infults and fcourges of unfeel- 
ing tyrants, they wear out their lives in mifery and want. 

Nor 1s there lefs diverfity in the befowm ent of religi- 
ous than worldly favours. To fome, God gives their ex- 
iftence 
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46 On the impartiality of God. 


iftence among nations, who fit in darknefs and the tha? 
dow of death, are wholly wear er of the way of falvation, 
and are peri ifhing for lack of vifion. Others have thejg 
exiftence given them i in sce s, which are favoured with 
the glorious light of the gofpel ; where they enjoy the moft 
powerful means of grace, and have the way of life and 
falvation poi inted out to them in the clearett ane 
Some alfo in Chriftian countries are born an 1 brought 
up in wicked irreligious families, where, by th © evil ex- 
ample and corrupt converfation of their parents, and others 
around them, they are taught to defpife and make light 
of religion, and are encouraged on in vice and irreligton, 
to their everlaiting ruin. thers are placed 1 in pious fa- 
milies, where they are carefully inftruéted in the folemn 
truths of religion—often warned of their 3b ince, and 
are thus trained up for heaven and immortal happinefs. 
T hefe, and many other fimilar facts, plainly evince, that 
God does not beftow equal favours upan all, but does 
highly diftinguith fome above others with both temporal 
and religidus advantages; where they are equally deftitute 
of any claim to thefe. For, in the inftances now mention- 
ed, it is manifeft, thofe who are favoured with thefe ad- 
vantages te no more juft ciaim to them than others: 
but God, in a wife and fovereign manner, beftows them 
upon one, vit not upon another, as he fees beft. 
This truth is alfo equally evident from exprefs decla- 
ration of the facred feriptures. It is there declared, that 
the Jews had much ad vantage every way from circumci- 
fion and ¢heir other re! ligions privileges, and that God 
had not dealt fo with any other nation. Our Saviour, in 
the parable of the honfeholder, who hired labourers into 
his vineyard, at feveral hours of the day, and yet made 
them all equal, even thofe that came at the eleventh hour, 
plainly teaches, that God will beftow great favours upon 
fome, and not upon others, as he fees fit. And when 
fome complained on this account, he fays to one of them, 
“* Friend, I do thee no w rong: have I nota ight to do 


what [ will with mine own 2” And, in the ixth of Romans, 


1t is exprefsly tiecleved: that “© God will ‘Seve mercy on 
whom 
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On the impartiality of God. 47 


whom he will have mercy.” Accordingly, the Lord Je- 
{us arrefted a perfecuting Saul, when breathing forth threat- 
enings and flaughter againft his church, and made him a 
monument of fovereign grace; while thoufands of his 
country-men, much lefs guilty and virulent againft the caufe 
of Chrift, were fuffered to go on in their fin and unbe- 
lief to deftruction. 

It is certain then, both from fcripture and fact, that God 
does highly diftinguifh fome of mankind above others, 
both by temporal and religious advantages; when they 
are equally deftitute of any claim to thefe—confequently 
the phrale ** God is no refpecter of perfons,” cannot mean, 
that God will treat all mankind alike, fo as not, in a fove- 
reign manner, to beftow greater favours upon fome than 
upon others—of courfe, it is not at all inconfiftent with 
the do¢trine of eleétion—for the true idea of this doctrine 
is, that God does, in a wife, fovereign manner, chufe 
fome of the unworthy ill-deferving race of man, and bring 
them to repentance and falvation; while he leaves others 
to go on in fin, and fo to fuffer the juft confequences of 
their wickednefs.and unbelief. 

It implies, that God, for wife purpofes, gracioufly be- 
ftows his favours upon fome, and not upon others, when 
neither of them have any claim to this. If, therefdfe, as 
has been fhewn, the paflage, «* God isno refpecter of per- 
fons,” cannot mean, that he will beftow equal favours 
upon all, and will not, in a fovereign manner, diftinguifh 
fome above others; then it cannot be at all inconfiftent 
with the do¢trine of E/eé#on, which implies, that God 
will do this—confequently, thofe who urge it as an ob- 
jection againft this doctrine, manifeft, that they miftake 
the true import of the paffage. 

But what then ts its true meaning? This may be eafily 
feen, by attending to the connection, and the occafion on 
which it was uttered. Peter had been direéted by the 
{pirit to go with the meflengers, whom Cornelius, a pious 
Roman Centurion, had fent to call him to Joppa; and 
hearing how God had fav urably regarded the prayers and 
alms 
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the Jew firit, and alfo of the peti Nae ciory, honour, 
an } 4 PACE to ey very man that v eth good, to the Jew 


firlt, and alfo to the Gen tile: foe: with God there is “no 
refpe&t of perfons.” Here the preceding verifes plainly 
fhew, that (sod’s having no refpe@ to perfons means s, that, 
at the day of final judgment, he will treat every perfon ac- 
ing to his character; vill punifh the \ ced, and re- 


ward the righteous, whether Jews or Genti es, without 
any refpeét to nations or perfons: and this is evidently 
iain import of thefe phrafes, whenever they are ap- 
to God. But the idea, that God will im partially 
accept of, an ir . eward the righteo us, nd puni if} the vick- 
cd of every nation, 5a refpect to perfon s, Coes by 


no means imply, that he will betbow equal favours upon 
all, or that he will not gracioutly beftow his favour upon 
one, and not upon anoth ms as it 1s evident both from 
icripture and fact that he does ; agp gea vy, as before 


fhewn, it affords no } uft obje tion againit the rine of 
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The Tendency of Deifm. 49 


7, ce" _ 

feleZion. Thole, therefore, who do urge it as an onjec- 
tion, do either wilfully or ignorantly miitake and pervert 
the true fenfe of the paflage, ‘© God is no re {pecter of 


perfons.” H. 








Deifts, if they will be governed by Principies of Reafon, muft 
be reduced to Defpair. 


T is aclear cafe, that a principal averfion, which infi- 
| dels entertain againft revelation, is the gloomy afpect 
which the Bible bears to men of fuch characters as they 
fuftain. Dreadful is the doom into which revealed reli- 
gion involves the wicked. Such are threatened with eter- 
nal death. ‘* The wages of fin is death.” 

The iaial which  chriftianity impofes, and the ftrict- 
nefs and purity of its morals, are difgufting to men of a 
libertine difpofition; hence they difcard revelation to re- 
lieve themfelves from thofe painful horrors which the 
{criptures pour upon their minds. They, therefore, re- 
jeCting the light of revelation, affect to take reafon only 
for their guide; and, on this ground, feel eafy and fe- 
cure: but let fuch free -thinkets and ftrenuous advocates 
for reafon, attend to the impartial dictates of reafon, and 
fee what will be the iffue. Will they find their fituation 

to be any better? Will fimple reafon, or the light of na- 
ture, fugge {ft any more agreeable pro{pects ? Will i it afford 
them greater licence to fin, or relieve the burden of a 
guilty confcience? Let this matter be carefully inquired 
into. If the fubject be thoroughly canvaffed, I prefume 

to fay, that the moral law of God, and the law of nature, 
tre precifely the fame. The law, contained in the deca- 
logue, or all other original moral caties, are founded in 
the law of nature, and are fuch as have reafon for their 
bafis. The revealed moral law ts copied from the law 
of nature. Iti is merely a republi cation of it. Theonly 
difference is this; the one is contained in the book of na- 
ture, the other in the book of {cripture; one is in writing, 
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ledgment of a Deity Deifts alfo fuppofe it to be agree. 
able to reafon, to believe the abfolute perfection of God. 
From thefe conceffions, the fame moral law which the 
Bible exhibits will refult. If there be a God of infinite 
greatnefs and abfolute Perfection, and tf he be, of right, 
the moral governor of the world, all which 1s acknow- 
ledged to be agreeable to the ligh tof nature; it will fol- 
low. of courfe, that the fame fyitem of moral truths and 
duties will be eftablifhed as are inftituted in the word of 
God. The whole of moral duty in the facred oracles is 
fummed up in love to God, with all the heart, and in 
loving our neighbour as ourfelves. Reafon teaches, as 
well as {cripture, that if there be a God of fuch infinite 
perfection, hes is W nang of this love, and therefore we are 
under obligations thus to love him: and for us to with- 
hold that hi ich refpect to the Deity, which is implied in 
loving him with all the heart, is finful. It is a dictate of 
reafon too, that if God be the moral governor of the world, 
he will bear teftimony againft fin, and will punifh tranf- 
greflors. Moral government cannot be fupported with- 
out the exercife of punitive juftice on the wicked. Butt 
is evident, all mankind are finners. There is the moft 
glaring proof, that we are a fallen race of beings, not on- 
ly from the abfurd conceptions men have entertained of 
the divine charaéer, but from the flagrant inftances of 
injuftice and hatred which they have exercifed towards 
one another. This being the cafe, what doth reafon teach 
but the fame thing which is taught in the revealed law of 
God. That fuch beings are obnoxious to the divine dif- 
pleafure, and liable to punifhment. Reafon teaches too, 
that offenders, under the divine government, can make 
no fatisfaction for paft difobedience—even if there fhould 
be repentance and amendment, it would not avail to make 
atonement for paft offences, provided love to God with 
all the heart, and perfe& obedience, be the jult meafure of 
our duty: becaufe, when we dis tine beft, we do no more 
than is our duty for the time ben ng therefore there can 
be no fupererogation of merit, to countervail for paft de- 
merit. 
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The Tendency of Des/[u. i 


Into this awful dilemma then, will a juft train of rea- 
foning drive us. There is a God of abfolute perfection, 
who requires us to love him with all our hearts; but we 
have not thus loved him, -but have funk down into the 
moft horrid corruption. God, to fhow his difpleafure 
againft fin, and maintain the honour of his government, 
mut punifh the tranfgreffors of his law. We can make 
no fatisfaction for our fins, confequently can rationally ex- 
pet nothing but the vindictive difplealure of our Judge; 
and therefore, according to the jufteft rules of reafoning, 
mutt be reduced to defpair. In this view, the law of na- 
ture {peaks the fame language, as the written law of God; 
and, if one denounces everlafting death, fo doth the other. 
What advantage then doth the Deift get by difcarding 
revelation? Each law, being the fame, equally excludes 
every beam of hope. The Infidel, inftead of finding any 
fafe retreat, under the covert of reafon, in the exclufion 
of revelation, cuts himfelf off from thofe agreeable hopes, 
which the gofpel only is adapted to infpire. He plunges 
himfelf into the fame defperate fcene, as if no Redeemer 
had been provided for finful mert. On his own principles, 
fo far as they are confonant with reafon, 1 purfued in 
their juft confequences, he muft be neceflarily miferable ; 
and the confolations which Deifts derive from their fyftem, 
are not founded on principles of reafon, but on their per- 
verfion. If they could be perfuaded of this, ** they would 
be fhut up unto the faith which is revealed in the gofpel.” 
And the law of nature being the fame as the written law 
of God, would ferve as a ** ichoo]-mafter to bring them to 
Chrift.” Inftead of rejecting the fcriptures, to avoid con- 
demnation, they would repair to them as their only re- 
fuge. They may be chalienged to fhow how they can 
entertain any folid ground of hope afide from the gofpel. 
The light of nature points out none. 

Will Deifts acknowledge, that in adhering to the light 
of nature, and following the dictates of natural reafon only, 
they are compelled to give up all hope, and have no ground 
on which to entertain any expectation of future good? 
Are they convinced, that a finful world muft be fubjected 
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to the difpleafure of God, and doomed to everlafting mi- 
ery? No, they willnot. But why are they not forced to 
it, if they will be governed by natural reafon ? * et them 
fhow how, by folid arguments, they can extricate them- 
felves from this unhappy doom. All their safortanelil 
refpecting their deftiny, is derived from their own intel- 
lectual powers, as thes are converfant with the works of 
nature. Thefe may fhow, that there is 2 God—that 
he loves righteoufneis, and hates iniquity—that in the 
his adminiftration, he will make a difplay of 
this inward difpofition of hte heart—and that finful be- 
ings, therefore, fhall be the objects of his punitive juftice. 
Hence, as we are finners, to expect thea pprobation of our 
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vealed reli gion. 

Od/orvations upon an Aroument in Faveur of U niver fab 
Od L4 1, fy Oi? tk i nevolent Feelings of the pious EH] aTt. 
t [is often ureed by the advocates of Univerfal Salva- 
& tion, that real Chriftians, when in the exercife of holy 
or benevolent feelings, have an ardent defire for the eter- 
nal happinets of ail their fellow creatures, and can hardly 
bear the thouchr, that anv of them fhould tuffer eternal 
mifery But it isafked, Are C hriftians more benevolent 
tn (y , the infinite fountain and nie of all cood- 
nefs? Cana few di ps exceed the ocean? If, therefore, 
the truly pious, who are but impertedctiy benevolent, are 
io defirous of the hi apy pinefi ‘is of all mankind, much more 
mutt God defire this wi e benevolence its perfect and un- 
bounded; and if he really Gefires that all fhall be} apPYy, 
he will certainly effect it, fince poffefied of infinite power 
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Objfervations on Univeral Salvation. 53 


js the fubftance of an argument, frequently advan ced in 
favour of Univerfa! Sdeaaie. 

But, in anfwer to this, it may obferved, that thofe who 
thus argue for the falvation of all, do yet gmp allow 
that the wicked will fuffer fome punifhment in the future 
world—will be punifhed for a ges of ages, or for along 
duration. But certainly the truly benevolent muft earn- 
neftly defire, that none of their fellow creatures may fuffer 
this dreadful punifhment—may be tormented in the black- 
nefs of darknefs and fire unquenchable, for fo jong a pe- 
riod as ages of ages. The th ought of their fu frering fuch 
dreadful ‘mifery, muft ke moft painful to their feelings 
But, as God is infinitely more benevolent than any Chrit. 
tian, fo he muft be much more defirous that none may en- 
dure thefe long and tedious fuffering gs. Confequently, ac- 
cording to this mode of reafoning, none will fuffer them, 
unlefs God is croffed and difappointed i in hisdefires. Thus, 
the argument, from the benevolent feelings of Chriftians, 
will as clearly prove, that the wicked wil] not be punifh- 

ed for ages of ages, which the Univerfalifts themfelves 
allow, as it will, that they will not fuffer an endlefs pu- 
nifhment, and fo all be finally happy. 

Further, when the benevolent and compaffionate fee 
their fellow creatures in diftrefs, tortured with the cout, 
cholic, or any other painful difeafe, they earneftly defire 
to give them immediate relief; but God muft be much 
more defirous of doing this, as he is un{peakably more be- 
nevolent than the moft com paffionate of mankind—con- 
feque ently, according to this ftrain of arg ning , all will be 
immedi ately relieved from thefe pains and d iftreftes, fince 
God is infinitely able to do this. 

The benevolent. or godly do alfo earneftly Cefire, that 


all ur happy broils and contentions mav ceafe in families 
and ne} Ts alate ap at there may be no more cruel 


diftrefling wars—no more d laring impiety or villainy among 
| 


mankind, an nd that all n 1ay live together In peace ar ad love. 
The benevolent heart as really defires this, as it Goes the 
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more wil G od, who 1s perfect iove or benevolence itfeif. 
And if God defires this, he will certainly accompltth it, fince 
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his will; confequently we may conclude, that there will be 


no more contention, wars, or villainy, in the world, and that, 
from this day, all mankind will live together in peace and 
Jove. Yea, as God always has been thus infinitely benevo- 
lent and powerful, fo he mut always have been defirou 
to prevent all thefe evils, and alfo able to do it; confe- 
quently we may conclude, from this mode of reafoning, 
that none of thefe things ever have taken place. We may 
1 as conclafivery argue, froms the benevolent feelings 
‘the Chriftian, that there never have been, and never 
be any wars, contentions, and atrocious crimes, among 
mankind, as that all we be faved. For thofe things are as 
contrary to his benevolent defires as this is. ‘This argu- 
ment then proves too met ; more than the Univerfalitts 
themfelves will allow, and it leads to confequences direély 
contrary to the plaineft facts, and our own daily experi- 


ence. It evidently the refore mutt be fallacious. 
And its fallacy confifts in fu; poftn iw, that true Chrif- 


ti: 1 benevolence W! aai | influ nce pe er{e nS, abioiuteiyv r une 


conditionally, to defire the falvation of all, without t any 
regard to the will and defigns of God; but this is a falfe 

fuppofiti tion. The truth is, that, as far as benevolent, 
their wifhes and defires will be conformed to God’s, will 
be like the bleffed Saviour’s: ‘* Father, not our wil], but 
thine be done.” As God is infiaitely benevolent, wi e, 
and powe rtul, they know, that he . will dire& all things in 
the wifeft and beft manner poffible, in fuch a manner as s to 
Dring about the higheit pofirb] ie good. Benevolence there- 
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benevolent there fore, they will never unconditionally with 
their fellow creatures, or themfelves, to be freed from 
pain anc 1 diftrefs, but only as far as God fees beft. In 
this way alfo they defire, that all wars, contentions, and 
villainies may now ceafe, if it is the will and defign of the 
Moft High—but otherwife they chufe, that the defigns of 
infinite wifdom and benevolence fhould take place. So, 
likewife, with refpect to the falvation of their fellow crea 
tures, they firicerely defire and pray, that all may he ve 
ed, as far as. God fees beft. But in this, as in ali their 
other defires, they would fubmit to the wife and holy de- 
fizns of God, faying, ‘s Father, not our will, but thine 
be done.” Benevolence requires this fubmiflion to the di- 
vine will, fince this is perfectly wife and benevolent. To 
wifh therefore RO COOKIICAINNEY for the falvation of all man- 
kind, or for any thing elfe, without regard to the defigns 
and will of God, aes. be finful and unbenevolent, as it 
would be fetting up our defires above the will and defigns 
of infinite wifdom and benevolence. And in fu :ppofing, 
that Chriftians, in the exercife of benevolence, do thus un- 
conditionally d ag 4s falvation of all, confifts the fallacy 


lent, and oppofing the divine will to with it. As fara 


of this argur nent, hich ts frequently urged in favour of 
Univerfal Salvation, a which leads to confequences {fo 
conteary to the plaineft faéts, and cur own conftant expe- 
rience. 
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bornion, Nov. 28, 1797. 
Dear Sir, 
HE Sovereign, all-wite and benevolent God, hath 
given mea bitter cup to drink. He has taken away 
’ beloved om one the joy of my life, and the deareft 
all my earthly delights. rh owever, my heavenly Fa- 
wd has not left me comfortlefs, in this day >of calamity. 
He has given me fuch a fenfe of his righteoufnefs in the 
event, that [ cannot complain—fuch a eels of his -fulnets 
and all-fufficiency, and of the innumerable mercies with 
which 
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which I am fill furrounded, as to afford me great confo- 
lation, and to difcover to me great obligations of grati- 
tude and praife. Befides, he has given me fuch reafon to 
hope, that my dear companion h: is tn leaving me, made a 
happy exchange o f ciocguntaenbas that my cup of a 
1s greatly fweetened with ; P rleafing contemp! lations. In her 
ficknefs fhe e videnced unfhaken confidence in God, folid 
comfort in her foul, and met the king of terrors with 
humble fortitude. 

But, dear Sir, the ftroke is hea, 
my very heart 1s rent; and we not that God 1s my 
helper, [ mutt fink in forrow. > was, indeed, a help- 
meet to me, not only in temporal, but {piritual concerns ; 
and I am_ now left with eicht gett es 8 children; the 
oldeft of whom is under feventeen years of age. This 
event has brought upon me fuch a weight of diftrefs and 
cares, that you will need no further apology for my telling 
you, that my writing for the Magazine muft be fufpended. 

I never viewed my felf as fufficientls ' qualified to write 
for the Magazine; but, in compliance “with vour requeft, 
I have done fomethi ng: though often under this casheeh 
raffment of mind, that fhould my pieces be admitted, 
others, of greater Rae 8g muft, of confequence, be ex- 
cluded. 

[ am ftill a friend to the Magazine, and ardently with 
its continuance. I perceive you are under fome embar- 
raffments by the different taftes of your readers and cor- 
r fy I feel for you, but 1 hope you will not be 

lifcouraged. What you meet with is no more than was 
to be expected in publifhing a work of this kind. Among 
fo man y rea ders, there muft bea variety of taftes, and dit- 
ferent degrees of difcernment ; of confequence there mutt 
be different opmions with relpes & to the pieces with which 
the Mae azine is filled. Metaphyfical Effays, I am fenfible, 
are not very pleafing to the bulk of your readers; ye { 


, tie wound 1s deep, 


apprehend, they will be more extenfively ufeful than 1s 
se J 

generally fuppofed. They are certainly calculated for | the 

inftruction of minifters; and, if minifters increafe in 


la their flocks | 
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am, indeed, fond of religious intelligence, and wifh, by 
no means, to have it excluded from the Magazine. If 
you wifh for my opinion with refpect to the beft method 
to accommodate the Magazine to the minds of your cor- 
refpondents and readers, it is briefly this, that you fhould 
devote one-half of the Magazine to metaphyfical, expert- 

mental, and practical eflays ; ; the other half to biography, 
religious intelligence, &c. This, however, is only my 
rae I. have been pleafed with your conduét in 
the firft and fecond volumes, excepting your publifhing fo 
much of my compofition—and I hope to be pleafed in 


future. From your afflicted friend, 
Noan Worcester. 





-_=- _-— 


A few Thoughts, addreffed to young Minifters, being the Re- 
fult of Experience and Refleétion. 


AVING, according to eftimation, on an average, 

paffed half the life of a minifter, my experience, 
through divine mercy, has hopefully qualified me to be a 
better minifter ; and ifthe communication of a few thoughts 
on the fubject may be of any fervice to my younger 
brethren, fomething more may be done towards making 
up my deficiencies, than though I fimply reformed myéelf. 
Thefe thoughts, by the way, are not addrefled to thofe 
who run betore they <rzfent, who are blind leaders of the 
blind, who enter into the work of the gofpel miniftry from 
worldly motives; but to thofe who are called ot God, 
and who love our Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity. Sin- 
cerely loving you, my dear brethren, | wifh you may pro- 
fit by my errors, and begin where | now am. 

I fet out in the miniftry, perhaps, with as agreeable 
profpects as moft young men, and through divine mercy 
I have been preferved, fo that I have not been guilty of 
moral {ca me or committed any great blunder in the 
management of my concerns, as the world views s things. 
Yet there are things in my minifterial life which I lament, 
and whic oh Li with ot hers to avoid. I difcover how, in 
certai n refpects, | might have been a better minifter, a@ed 
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more in character as an ambaflador of the Lord Jefus, and 
[ wifh others may be what I ought to have been. What 
I have principally to lament is, that L have not been more 
devoted to the great and good work, according to the direc- 
tion of Paul to Timothy, give thy/felf wholly to thefe things, 
be totus in illis——Underftand me, my dear brethren, I 
have not meddled with the mercantile line, much lefs 
have I plunged into the tempeftuous fea of fpeculation. 
But I have cultivated a {mall farm, had too many fecular 
cares, and wrought too much with my own hands. But 
you will afk me, How can minifters, who fettle in the 
country, avoid doing as you have done, fince the falaries 
generally allowed them are quite inadequate to the fub- 
fiitence of their families ? 

I readily grant, and know well from experience, that 
the falaries are inadequate, and though I can by no means 
excufe the parfimonioufnefs of the people, yet 1 am by no 
means certain that we fhould, in general, make better mi- 
nifters,if our falaries were much larger. Is it not a fault in 
us, doth not the adverfary get an advantage againft us, and 
are we not deceived in our own hearts, in laying too great 
a {trefs on temporal accommodations, in treating what we 
call a decent and comfortable fubfiftence, as an article of 
the firft neceffity ? Ought we not to lay the greateft ftrefs 
on doing the duties of aminifter, viewing and treating that 
as an object of inconceivably greater magnitude? 

What jaith our beloved brother Paul on this fubject ? 
Neither count I my Lire dear unto myfelf, fo that I might 
Sinifh my courfe with Joy, and the miniftry which I have re- 
ceived of the Lord Fe/us, to teftify the gofpel of the grace of 
God. If Paul did not count his /4fe dear unto himfelf, in 
competition with this object, fhall we account a little /or- 

did pelf, dignified with the name of a decent comfortable 
fubfiftence, dear unto ourfelves? 

No, my brethren, let us facrifice it, let us take joy- 
fully the fpoiling of our goods, let us learn to endure 
: urd inets ¢ as good prnanigte ot Jefus Chrift. Let us be con- 


nt to fare hard, and when we die, leave our dear fami- 
lies 
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lies to the care of our dearer Lord, without any earthly 
property, rather than neglect our miniftry. 

But you will afk me, Hath not a minifter a right to 
lay up fomething for his family? Is it not his duty to 
make provifion for his comfortable fubfiftence while he 
lives, and to, leave fomething for them when he is taken 
away? I anfwer, provided he can do this without inter- 
fering with the moft faithful and diligent difcharge of his 
minifterial duty, he may, and ought to do it; but not 
otherwife. Hemay not do it to the neglect of doing all 
that in him lies, for the falvation of the precious immor- 
tal fouls committed to his charge. Let us remember, my 
brethren, whofe ambafladors we are, and whofe examples 
above all we are bound to imitate. 

Before ever we entered into the work, we fhould have 
fitten down and counted the coft; we fhould have confi- 
dered, whether, for the fake of ferving the Lord Jefus 
Chrift in the miniftry, we were willing, if neceflary, to 
facrifice thofe flattering worldly profpeéts which are fo 
agreeable to the flefh. Behold! what a facrifice the Lord 
Jefus made, for the joy that was fet before him! Do we 
poffefs his {pirit? Have we the fame mind? Are we his 
minifters? Are we fent into the world by him as he was 
fent into the world by the Father? Let us alfo be willing 
to facrifice the world’s idol. Let us rife fuperior to all 
confiderations of temporal emolument. Let us, like the 
Levites of old, be content to have the Lord for our in- 
heritance. det us look down, with a noble indifference, 
with a godlike difdain, upon all the fplendid glories of 
this world, compared with the infinitely fuperior glories 
of the mediatorial kingdom. Let us rather fubfift on 
bread and water, than neglect our peculiar work. At all 
adventures, Jet us be determined to do our duty as gofpel 
minifters; let us magnify our office, make full proof of 
our miniftry, and carry home to glory with us as many 
fouls as poffible. Let us demontftrate it to the confciences 
of our hearers, that we feek not sheirs but them. 

People are prone to be jealous of their minifters, with 


refpect to their inordinate love of the world. And when 
their 
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their minifters give them ground for this jealoufy, it has 
a2 pernicious influence upon their afefulnets. Let us, my 
brethren, cut off oceafion from thofe who thus feek occa- 
fion againft us. After the example of our glorious Lord, 
let us pour contempt on all the riches, honours, and plea- 
{ures of this life, compared with the’ advancement of his 
kinedom. To this end, let us not count our lives, much 
lefs our ftock and land, dear unto ourfelves. In this view; 
let us’ embrace poverty, and take an holy fatisfaction in 
juffering. 

The above obfervations are made on the fuppdfition, 
that if a minifter devotes Lim/felf to his work, is fwallowed 
up init, he muft be poor; but this is by no means cer- 
tain, my brethren. ‘Though, in general, parifhes in the 
country do not give their minifters, by a ftipulated falary, 
a fufficiency for the maintenance of their families, yet, it 
is to be remembered, the’ hearts of all men are in thé 
hands of the Lord ; and what an eafy matter 1s it for him, 
in wavs innumerable, to open their hearts, to contribute to 
Lis fubfittence. Let us remember that precious promife, 
with many others of a fimilar tenor.’ Pfalm xxxvii. 3. 
** Truft in the Lord, and do good, fo thou fhalt dwell in 
the land, and verily thou fhalt be’ fed.” 

A young man, who loves the Lord in fincerity, but, 
alas! wants more copious efrufions of his fpirit, enters 
the miniftry. As it is lawful, and, perhaps expedient, that 
minifters fhould be fettled in a family ftate, he marries an 
agreeable pious young lady—he purchafes a dwelling, with 
afmall farm. By this purchafe, he involves himfelf be- 
yond his ability to make payrent for anumber of vears; 
they both go to work with indefatigable induftry, and 
icel themfelves neceffitated fo to do, that they may pay 
their honeft debts, and yain a fubfiftence in the world: 
‘I his debt and farm bring fo much care, and toil, and per- 
plexity to the minifter, that they operate as a dead weight 
upon him. ‘They are an incumbrance like a mill-ftone 
around his neck. This attention from his proper work 1s 
greatly diverted, and feemingly neceffarily arrefted ,by 
worldly avocations. His people become jealous of him, 

that 
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that he is growing rich—neglect their duty—he feels un- 
happy, 1s difheartened, and his ufefulnefs greatly impeded. 

This rude portrait, it is apprehended, is very general in 
its application. But let me forewarn you, my dear bre- 
thren, how you involve yourfelves, and fuffer your atten- 
tion to be arrefted by worldly avocations. When youen- 
ter on the work, lay your account to be poor, and by no 
means be caft down on that account, remembering the 
Lord, the life, the glory of all minifters, was, him/‘elf, a 
poor man. Be devoted to your work, and make it mani- 
feft to your people, that the falvation of their fouls is 
your objet, in comparifon with which you count not your 
life dear. Thus doing, though Ifrael be not gathered, ye 
will be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and when the 
chief fhepherd fhall appear, then fhall ye alfo appear with 
him in glory. 


SUB-PASTOR. 





Memoirs of the Rev. RISDON DARRACOT, Minifier of 
of the Gofpel at Wellington, in Somerfet; who died Mareh 
14, 1759, aged 42. 

“XHIS very excellent man was the fon of a diffenting minif- 
‘| ter in the ifle of Purbeck, in Dorfetthire, where he was 
born, February 1, 1717. He received an academical education 
at Northampton, under the care of the pious Dr. Doddridge, and 
began his minifterial courfe in 1738, at Penzance, in Cornwall. 
Here he continued little more than two years, being obliged, by 
the lofs of large quantities of blood from his ftomach, to leave an 
affectionate people. Under this alarming affli€tjon, he fpent 
about half a year among his friends in Devonfhire, where his own 
father had lately been a fervent and ufeful preacher,and where he 
died about the age ot forty. Upon the death of the Rev. Mr. 
Berry, an aged and excellent minifter of Chrift, at Wellington, 
in 174%, Mr. Darracot had a unanimous invitation to fuc- 
ceed him. He found the congregation fmail, and the number of 
communicants but twenty-eight. His miniftrations drew a large 
concourfe of hearers from the neighbourhood, many of whom 
had never before made any profefiion of religion, and were at 
firft brought to Wellington out of mere curiofity. His meeting- 
houfe was foon infufficient to containthe bearers, and was there- 
fore fomewhat enlarged; but after that, it was ufual for many to 
be obliged to fland without the doors. In proportion to the num- 
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ber of his ftated hearers, Mr. Fawcet, who preached his funeral 
fermon, fays, ** He never knew any congregation which appear- 

ed to have fs ) many inftances of abiding religious imprefhons ;” 
and he adds, “ T have good reafon to believe that his miniftry 
was owned to the effectual converfion of many hundreds of 
fouls.”” In confeqneuce of this remarkable fuccets, he left be- 
hind him more than two Aundred communicants. 

Mr. Darracot requefted, by a letter he wrote on the day he 
died, that his dear brother Mr. F. would preach his funeral fer- 
mon, but he infifted upon it that he fhould not fay a word in his 
praifé. Under fuch a reftriction, Mr. F. could not dire/y draw 
his admirable charaéter ; but when he depiéts the man of God 
in the fallowing words, his hearers could not but recognize their 
difeafed paftor : 

«If a gofpel minifter has a heart ever glowing with love to 
Chrift, and love to immortal fouls; if this love makes him 
abundant in labours, fervent in fpirit, and glad to fpend and be 
{pent for the people committed to his care; if, by this love, he 
is evidently fuperior to felfifh views, above the influence of filthy 
lucre, full of anxious concern to convince and convert finners, 
and edify faints, ready to,every good word and work, and yearn- 
ing with bowels of compaffion towards the ignorant, the ftupid, 
the profligate, the doubting, the diftreffed, the weak and feeble- 
minded, the poor and mean: If this love not only pours out a 
continual torrent of faithful, affectionate, heart-fearching mini- 
ftrations from the pulpit; but opens his houfe at all times as a 
common refuge for the diftreffed; if this love opens his way inte 
the houfes of all his friends and neighbours, in order to bring 
eternal things home to their immediate attention; if this love 
leaves him no idle moment, and fhows him moft of all in his ele- 
ment, when moft directly promoting the profperity of the church ; 
In a word, if, in confequence of this love, he lives, and beft of 

all enjoys himfelf, when his people fand faft in the Lord ;”— 
is there not a beauty and excellence in fuch a character which 
forces efteem, and obliges evcn the enemies of godlinels to ad- 
mire it: 

At length, the time approached, when this excellent man was 
to clofe hi s life and labours; when, through a tedious illnefs of 
three months, and with intervals of excruciating pain, (arifing 
from five ftones found in his left kid nev) nothing was heard from 
his lips but continual exprefiions of praife. E xpecting his diffo- 

lution, 


* Was not this the meanir 1g g of what 2 Lp srofane gentle: nan once faid 
to his friend as they met Mr. D. going to his meeting-houfe on a 
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fution, he gave in writing, particular orders with refpect to his fu- 
neral: “ It is my will and defire, that I be buried about the fourth 
or fifth day after my deceafe, about one o’clock in the morning ; 
that the time be kept fecret from all, but fuch as are hereafter 
mentioned.” He alfo defired, that the Rev. Mr. V— fhould 
be prefent with thofe perfons, and fpend half am hour in prayer 
in his parlour, before they carried his corple away. ** At the 
grave,” fays he, ‘ 1 would have nothing faid: but let them com- 
mit my body to the duft, in cheerful hope of a refurrection to 
eternal life; and let them all be concerned to give me a joytul 
meeting at the great day.” In the paper before mentioned he 
fays, “ Before this will be communicated, I fhall be gone to my 
Judge; and I can, and do, rejoice, that he is my Saviour. | have 
good hope through grace, and | have once more ferioufly tried 
the foundation of ir, and I find it will ftand in the profpect of 
eternity. Iam a@d/e, bleffed be God, andI would not for all the 
world be unable, zo give areafon of the hope that is in me. And 
to my Scripture Marks* I refer as the folid evidence of my 
intereft in Chrift, who, in point of all dependence, love, and ef - 
teem, is, and has been, for more than twenty years, my all in all.’” 

Some of his dying expreflions were thefe: “1 am going to 
Jefus, whom I love, and whom I have fo often preached :” It 
was then Lord’s-day morning: * Come, Lord Jefus, come 

uickly.” At another time, “* OQ what mercy is it to have fuch 
a rock to build on as the Lord Jefus Chrift! lL have found him to 
be a firm rock that will never fail. Whata mercy it is to have 
a covenant God to fly to! A covenant that is ordered in all things 
and fure, which is all my falvation, and all my defire. I have 
found him to be a covenant-keeping God.” He faid to his wife, 
** My dear, do you {peak of the goodnefs of God towards me, for 
I want atongue todo it. I do not want a heart to praife him, 
fure I don’t.” 

At another time, he faid, “ How good is God! He is all 
praife, all love, all goodnefs!’” Then added to thofe about him, 
‘“* Hold on to the end. I truft I have begotten you in Chrift 
Jefus. May the Lord pour down plentifully of his fpirit upon 
your” He then faid, ** What attendance have I got! Jefus is 
with me. Angels are my guardians, The bleffed {pirit is my 
comforter and fupporter: And you, my dear Chriftian friends, 
waiting on me: And my dear wife. But don’t think highly of 
me; for if you have feen a great deal of grace in me, you have 
alfo feen a great deal of cor uption.”” When he was at dinner, 
he faid, ** Blefled be God for this meal.’? And to a friend who 

came 





* A imall cheap tract of his, which has pafled through feveral edi- 
tions in Logland and Scotland. 
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came in, “ I have often fat with you at the table of the Lord here, 
but | am ni nw going to fit arc ound his board above. ‘Thofe were 
days in which r took great delight.” 

The Monday before he died, he awoke very calm, and defired 
to know whit the apothecary thought of him; and wien he ave 
but little hopes, Mr. Darracot - ed “ Allis well. Bieffed be 
God, Lknow whom I have believed, and can rely on the pro- 
mifes. They are all mine, ious ally that, [will never leave 
thee, nor fo rlake thee, and | am fure he will not.’ 

The night before he died, he faid, O what a good God have 

I, in and throu, gh Jefus Chrift ! I would praife him, but my lips 
cannot. Exernity will be too fhort to {peak his praifes.” He then 
defired that his tongue might be loofened to fpeak the praifes of 
God, and the Lord heard “him. He was in a delightful frame, 
full of heavenly joy. The apothecary coming in, he faid to him, 
“OO Mr. K. what a mercy is it, to be interefted in the atoning 
blood of Jefus! you tell me I am dying; bow much longer do 
you think it will be??? It was anfwered that it was uncertain as 
toa few hours. ‘ Will it be to-night?” It was anfwered, he 
might furvive the night. —‘* Well,” faid he, ‘‘ all is well! Iam 
ready. This, Sir, is agreeable to the doctrine I have at all times 
preached, that I now come to the Lord as a vile finner, trufting 
in the merits and precious blood of my dear Redeemer. O grace, 
grace, free grace!” 

One of his Chriftian friends came to fee him, to whom he 

faid, “ O, Tam glad to fee you! You are fome of the firft fruits 
oer labours. Never fear. Your labour fhall not be in vain 
in the Lord. ©O, could I tell you what I now feel! No tongue 
can tell what I now enjoy! [| want to be gone! QO, glory, glory, 
glory!” He then begged to fee his dear people, to talk to them of 
C rift, and his grace. But he was intreated to forbear, that he 
might not hurt himfeif. Well,” faid he, you mult few up 
my lips, or tie my tongue, if [ muft not fpeak of Chrift. If you 
will not let me fee my dear people, be my tru: npeters to tell them 
what God has done for my foul. | told you in my Scripture 
Marks, that my laft work on earth fhould be praying box my 
people; and now woukl | pour out my whole foul in ardent 
prayer to God for them.” He then offereda few petitions, but 
his ipirits failed, 

The morning he died, his wile faid to him, “ My dear, you 
are jult on the borders of glory.” He replied, “ I could not have 
thought ir, had not the doctor and Mr. K. told me fo, the paflage 
is foeafy.”’ She again faid to him, * How will you behold the 
dear Lord Jef ‘us, when you come to olory? hg ‘He anf{wered, 

‘[ thall behold him face to face.” He then lav in a flum- 
ber, while all around thought him dying. About twenty mi- 

“nutes 
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and afked, “Is Mr. K. come?” Being 


anfwered, that he was; ** My dear friend,” faid he, ‘* did not 
you tell me lat night, that I was dying?” ‘ I did,” replied Mr. 
K. ‘ Surely,’”’ faid he, “ it cannot be, it is fo eafy. Whata 
mercy is it to be in Chrift! O precious, precious Jefus ! Now L 
am hoping and believing, rejoicing and wiumphing too.” He 
then cailed for his wite and children, and took his leave of them, 
with the utmoft compofure and ferenity of mind. Obferving them 
weep, he faid to his wile, “ My deareft, why do you weep? 
You thould sada e. Rely. on the promifes. God will never for- 
fake you. Ail his promifes are true and fure. Well, I am go- 
ing from weeping friends, to congratulating angels, and rejoicing 
faints in glory.”’ He then threw abroad his. arms, and faid, ‘‘ He 
is coming’ Ele i is coming! But furely this can’t be dying, can’t 
be death! O how aftonithingly isthe Lord foftening my paflage | 
Surely God is too good to fuch a worm! O (peed thy chariot 


1 1S 
wheels ! Why are they fo long in coming? I long to be gone.’ 


His Jaft words were, “ Faith and hope !”’ 


nutes after he awaked, 





To the Eniror of the THEOLOGICAL MAGAZINE. 


Sir, 

T is now the general expectation of the church, that there will 
be, at leaft for a thoufand years, a general diffufion of reli- 
gious knowledge, and holy affection through the world. The 
expectation has arifen from feveral {cripture prophecies, and is 
doubuefs well founded. ‘here are, however, things for the 
church to do to bring about this defirable event. I fhall mention 
two, 
The church muft be earneft in prayer on this fubje& ; for God 
will be inquired ¢ of to do this forthem. It is his eftablifhed mode 
of operation to blefs and enlarge his church in antwer to prayer ; 
and he hath given us many di rections to afk for this bleffing, fay- 
ing, ** Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in 
Heaven. But the church has been, from time immemorial, in the 
habit of fuch Wayerts and yet not half mankind are enlightened 
with the gofpel, and even of thefe, but a fimall part have fo im- 
bibed its ipirit as, to be inutled to the falvation that it propofes. We 
inay therefore conclude, that the church has fomething further to 
do, for God undoubtedly waits to be gracious. And on fearch 
we find, that other means are appointe ed and made neceflary to 
the event. The apoftles and prunitive Chiiftians had not only 
to pray, but to do more, or the gofpel would never have made any 
fpread inthe world. TI hey had to take care that preachers were 
provided, and contributions made for their fupport, and that the 
¥ ol. Hid. No. ke ] gotpel 
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} be done again, or the millennium can never take place—never, 
f according to the ufual manner in which God works. For how 
fall chey believe in him of whom they have not heard? And 
how fhull they hear without a preacher? Chrift has given the 
command, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gofpel to 
every creature.”” And this is binding on the whole church: and 
that ic may be obeyed, fome mutt poffefs the fpirit of apoftles and 
previ ie and borne on above all apprehenfions of danger, by an 
ardent love to God and man, they will readily engage in the moft 
hazardous mifhions : and the church at large mutt be as liberal of 
their money, as the preachers of their lives, and muit be fenfible, 
that they are bound to advance whatever fuims fhall be found ne- 
ceffary to obrain the end. And until this {pirit fhall prevail, the 
millennium cannot take place, unlefs mifhonaries may be found 
wlio can preach the gofpel without food or raiment, or can obtain 
a fupply among M thometans and Pa agans, while they preach doc- 
trines fubveriive ot all their cuftoms and fuperftitions, which have 
long been known to exafperate the natural depravity of the hu- 
i} man heart to the fierceft oppofition. It ts idle to expect that God 
| will work miracles to indulge a covetous or indolent ipirit in his 
YW church. Befides that the millennium may take place, the church 
a mult make very large exertions. Many thoufands muft be em- 
ployed to carry the gofpel to every nation and village through the 
I world. Schools mutt be eftablifhed among the favage nations, 
Wh books procured, and provifion made for demands that cannot be 
torefecn. Ie willbe the greateft, and perhaps the moft expentive 
project that was ever attempted in our world. And when it is vi- 
goroufly profecuted, the church will act in character, and her 
glory and enlargement will not be delayed. As foon as Zion tra- 
; vailed fhe brou; ght forth. 

And now, what objections can a Chriftion make to thefe necef- 
al fary meafures to promote Zion? If we are not inclined to be 
. earneft in prayer, 1 marks our character. And with what pre- 
ii rence can a Chriftian withhold his proportion of the neceflary 
| fupplies ? Can we ftand idle and unconcerned, while we know 
| that hundreds of millions are perifhing in ignorance and fin through 
a general unwillingneis to defray the expence ? kK {pecially when 
enough may be faved by economy, to pay the charges of intre- 


ducing the millennium immediately, And what objections can 


one who ts qualited have againft hazarding his life on miffions 
wilel 


| rever ticy may be neceflary ? Certainly none, of which the 
. Chrittian ought not to be afhamed. 


i need not enumerate the motives that fliould engage 
ans to exert theinfelves in this caule : 
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of enlightened nations, that they have fo neglected the heathen, 
and pariicul: irly the crying fin of this nation, that we, who for fo 
many hundred miles, border on pagan nations, and have fo much in- 
tercourfe with ‘hem. have done almoft nothing for their falvation ? 
We might, and ought before now to have had perhaps feveral thou- 
fand ones “nee: es fcattered form the gulf of Mexico to the lakes, and 
back to the Pacific ocean; and thec charge would be lefs than is need- 
ed to defray the expence and waite of an army of half the number in 
the common exigencies of war. We may further conclude, that 
when Chriftians come to their fenfes on this fubject, and nor till 
then, the millennium will commence. G. 





— ies — = - - —— | COC YS OO 


— ——— —- — 


REVIEW OF RELIGIOUS PUBLICATIONS, 





4 IVord in Seafon: defigned to encourage my Brethren of the 
Miffionary Society. ta, faithful Perfeverance in the Work; 
and to engage thofe, who hitherto have only looked on, to 
help our Endeavours; and 

A Plea for Peace and Union among the living Members of 
the Church of Chrifl. Addreffcd to the Miffionary Society. 
By the Rev. T. Hawets, L. L. B. and M.D. 

[From the Evangelical Magazine. } 
HE zeal of this valuable author for the Miffionary Society 
is well known. His — ties need not our commendation. 

His wifdom, temper, and indefatugable induftry, his colleagues 

can beft teftify. We underfand that all the pro fit refulung from 

thefe, and every treatife relative to the Mifion, is appropriated 
by him to the benefit of the funds of the Society. We thall be 
happy to hear that the Society has many fuch friends. 

In the firft of thefe tracts, the author gives a fpirited defcrip- 
tion of the fearful ftate of our own and neighbouring nations, 
through the fpread of atheiim and impiety, and the negligence of 
thofe who fhould have lifted up a ftandard againtt the overflow- 
ings of ungodlinefs. He appears to be a man of liberal mind, 
as his fecond publication ftrongly indicates, wifhing weil to the 
true church of God wherever eftablifhed, or under whatever de- 
nomination, though attached, as he naturally muft be, to the 
found part of it to whichhe belongs. It were greatly to be wifhed, 
that every one of his own denomination ferioufly confidered what 
he advances. His account of the ftate of immorality and cor- 
ruption in foreign lands, it is to be feared, is too true; and the 
confequences apprehended by him very natural. His applic “te 
and warning of the danger of {fimilar pres alent evils, producing 


fimilar e Feéts, are obvious to every reflecting mind, 
Union 
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Union and fidelity are the points he labours to enforce on all 
the true followers of Chrift, perfuading them not to be difcoy- 
raged by any abufe or oppofition they may meet with. He fpeaks 
moft re{fpecttully of Mr. Whitfield and Mr. Welley; and though 
he differs from the latter, he defrauds him not of his due tribute 
of praife for the z -al he has awakened in verv many. | He hopes 
the Miffionary Society will feel among themfelves a prefent earneft 

the divine benediction in the fervour of their own hearts 
and miniftrations, and in the fuccefs attending their attempts in 
the heathen lands. He has a ftroke at-the French revolution, 
but augurs great bleffings ultimately from all the mifery that 
hath been inflicted. He warns thofe who have dared haftily to 
cenfure the miffionary efforts, to ref fie<t more cooly, hoping they 
will then promote what the ‘yw ould h: ive, for want of re confi- 
deration, impeded ; and concludes with a warm exhortation to 
his brethren, © itret athen the cords of fracernal affection, and, 
dropping all leffer difference, to perievere with zeal and union in 
the purfuit and accomplithment of the noble object for which the 
Soc 1€ ‘tV Was formed. 

The fecond traét is larger, and on a far more curious fubject, which 
has exercifed the pen of many a theological polemic. We mutt, 
however, in juftice to the author, acknow ledge, that we have 
never yet feen the matter treated in the prefent point of view, or 
handled with greater liberality of fentiment. 

His avowed object is, as the title imports, to promote unity 
of heart, and to engage a mutual forbearance with each other in 
thofe points of church order, wherein the members of the Mit- 
fionary Society are known to differ. And he has certainly taken 
the moft effectual means to accomplifh his purpofe, by clearly 
fhowing, that the difference between all good men is very little ;. 
that w hese the nature of the true church is underftood, they all 
meet in effentials; and that, even in the point of government, his 
ideas of epifcopacy will not be found very revolting ¢ to thofe who 
differ from him, and, as he urges, in practice, really admit the 
office, though they ador pt net the setiie : 


, > ut £9" r ; ; 
He fugeetts the defirablencts of endeavouring te unite as faras 


we can, not prefenting the rough angles of controve ny, but the 
{mooth furface of fraternal charity. He then flares the nature of 
the cl “gy tes ae ee ae Part es 

le churenh of ne it = th ng Gog, and who alone can be members of 
it, under four he 


Firft, he fhews that the church is one: That there never was, 

. } > ur }; exct . } ,4h ] } ' 
nor can be, two bod uncer the he: Ch Wit, Much feis two 
hendred. Secondly, Th: it this church | is univerfal, comprizing 
la . - — at] n ory "ht ae T . ? Ee. } F ‘vy 
j S584 ey) hams < sal alle ns. hirdiy, hat j it is a [piritua church, 
ang us cuence ziferna/ more than external: That in the oe 
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and parties admit them: And that this v7/di/ity univerfally ap- 
pe irs. As to the adminittration, he is more diftufe ; but whilft he 
is fhewing the nature of what he regards as primitive epilcopacy, 
we fear he can hope for favour with noue but thofe, who, in all 
denominations, are of a hike fpiric with himfelf. The High 
‘hurch party will execrate him, and the {tiff educational diffen- 
ters as {trongly contract their brows: But the liberal, ou all fides, 
will thank him for endeavouring, as he cails it, to thin the par- 
titions between them, and lowering the barrier, that they may at 
leaft cordially thake hands over it, “and allow every man the fame 
candid right of judgment which they clam for the «mfelves, in love, 
and in the fpirit ot meeknefs. He quotes one authority to coun~ 
and, if we miftake not, the body of the Miffionary 
Society will not be far different from him in fentiment. Laitly, 
he adds, that the church is a Ao/y church ; ; and luggetts (wo fom 
tences, on this fubje&t, to every man’s inquiry, wit ich, we think, 
are highly deferving ferious attention ; being perfectly of his mind, 
that when our union with the head is made ; manifeit, we thall feel 
no repulfive quality turning us for a moment from any brother, 
who loves our Lord Jefus Chrift in fincerity. 
We can cordially recommend both thefe pamphlets to the at- 
tention of every real Chriftian; and truft they will be attended 
ll the good effe&ts which the candid and judicious author 


tenance him; 


with < 
certainly defigned. 





4 Candid Reply to the page Deftor Hemmenway’s Remarks 
on a Differtation on the Scriptural Qualifications for Ad- 
riffian and Acce/s to the Chriftia n Sacraments. By NATHA- 
~arEL Emmons, A. M. Peffor oF the Church in Franklin. 
Printed at WV orcefler, (Ma ff.) b Oy } ea Worcefier, 1795: 


W are happy to find, that, as Mr. Emmons, in his Dif- 


fertation, treated his antagonift, Doctor Hemmenway, 
wil th oreat refpect, he has, in this reply to the Doétor’s Re- 
marks, preferved the fame decorum of controverfy, and carefully 
avoided that afperity of perfonal invective, which has created fo 
itrong a prejudice againit this fpecies of writing, and to which 
it mutt be confefi Ted “there were fome {trong provoc ations, from 
the manner in which the remarks were conducted. If a wri- 
ter’s cha racter | - fo low, or fo infamous, that it muft be difho- 
nourable to hold a ditpute with him before the public, it is cer- 
tainly beft not to take up the pen at all. But if his character is 


fuch, as to juftify the profecution of a controyerfy, all perfonal 
reflections 
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refletions fhould be fcrupuloufly fuppreffed. “Theologians parti- 
cularly, who profefs an ultimate refpe€-for the truth, and are the 
avowed fervanes of the meek Redeemer, fhould never defcend to 
fuch a miferable auxiliary of a poor caufe. For it is confeffed, 
that the caufe muft be weak, which needs fuch impotent aid to 
fupport it. Controverfy is certainly an excellent mean of illuci- 
dating a point. To an impartial examiner it is the beft fecurity 
agaviit deluti ion; but let it alwavs be conducted with candour. It 
is not the heht of gladiators, nor thould it be conducted with their 
animotity. Mr. Emmons has efcaped well; let him have the 
honour of it. ‘The grand object for which he has contended, in 
oppofition to Doctor Hemmenway, appears to have been pretty 
conclutively ef corte by Pretident Edwards, in his celebrated 
treatife on the qualifications for church memberthip ; his efforts 
would, of courie, have been fomewhat fuperfluous, had not the 
Doctor, in his difcourfe on the church, attempted a reconciling 
{cheme, or to eftabliflia kind of middie way, between Edwardifm 
and Stoddardifin. Error 1s not the lefs error, becaufe it feems to 
be in the neighbourhood of truth. Otten on that account it 1s the 
more dangerous ; its plaufible difguiles are not {fo readily deteét- 
ed. If Mr. Edwards’s icheme is true, and who that has attend- 
ed impartially to his abundant proof of it, can think otherwife, 
Doctor Hemmenway’s cannot but be falfe. However, the Doc- 
tor’s reputation for difcernment ran high, and his book was like 
to get into a great many hands: the public are indebted to our au- 
thor for advocati ing the fcheme of chriftianity on this fubject. 
The fentiments which prefented the moft plaufible appearance in 
the Doctor’s argument, were the covenant ftanding of fome pro- 
feffors, viz. the children of believing parents, the unjuftihablenets 
of making a doubting ftate of mind a bar to an admiflion to Chnif- 
tian communion, when the perfon is confcious of believ ing 
the gofpel, and confenting to the covenant of grace. The firit 
idea feems to have been taken by the Doé@tor for granted, and 
perhaps it has been generally adinitted. But our author, by ac- 
curately defining the nature of a covenant, making mutual ‘con- 
fent abfolutely ef ntial to it and fhew ng, fi om common fe ute 


—) 


and the fcriptures, the impoffibility of a perfon’s being a party in 
a covenant, under the bonds of one, or entitled ta any privilege 
by the force of one, but bv mutual content, and by caretully dif- 
tincuifhing between. the Abrahamic covenant, or that peculiar 
eracious dilpenfation which immediately refpected it. Abra- 
ham, and his natural feed, and the covenant “t erace, has 
evinced the absurdity of that fentiment, and totally obviated 
the argument which it was fuppofed to turnifh. And by 
ciearly diftingurfhing between doubting faints, and doubting fin- 
ners, fixing thei charaCters, their rights, and their duties, Mi 
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Emmons feems to have fairly removed the other difficulty. On 
the whole, the Differtation, and the Reply, taken together, have 
thrown confiderable additional light on the facramental contro- 
verfy, and we with a more extentive {pread, and more attentive 
reading of the books, than we fear the prevailing difrelith for the- 
ologic inv eftigation will admit. 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


General Account of the Annual Meeting of the London 
M iffionary Society, May, 1797. 


[From the EpiInBuRGH CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE. | 


N the roth, 11th, and 12th of May, the London Miffionary 
QO Society held their annual meeting. On Wedneiday morn- 
ing, the roth, a fermon was preached before the Society, at Sur- 
ry “Chapel, by the Rev. William Moorhoufe, of Huddersfield, 
Yorkthire, from Mark xiv. 6. “ And Jefus faid, Let her alone, 
why trouble ye her? fhe hath wrought a good work on me.’’ He 
confidered the principles of this good work :—A new heart, as 
the general principle ;—faith, love, and gratitude, as the particu- 
lar principles ;—the circumftances of the action, fhewing that it 
was public, cofily, fea/onable ;—the obje&t on whom it terminat- 

ed, ‘* on me,” fays Chrift ;—the teftimony of this infallible Judge 
in her favour ; ;—and applied all thefe obfervations with much in- 
ingenuity to the work of the Miffionary Society. A meeting of 
the fubfcribers was held in the afternoon, at the Caftle and Falcon, 
Alderfgate-ftreet ; the members differing in opinion with refpee 
to the miode i in Ww hich a fourth part of the directors, according to 
alaw of the fociety, fhould go out, after a confiderable debate 
on the fubject, the meeting was adjourned till next day. In the 
evening, the fociety affembled at the ‘I'abernacle, where the Rev. 
Alexander Wauch, of London, preached from Philip. i. 14, 15, 
i6. * Doall things without murmurings, &c. holding forth the 
word of life.” He viewed the flation in which Chriftian men 
are placed ; ** the ligt hts of the world, in the mudft of a crooked 
and perverfe generation ;” and pointed out their duties, to hold 
fort h the wor eat i fe, to fhine, and to do all things without mur- 
murings and difputings. There were many judicious and ftrik- 
ing fentiments in i difcourle, nor will it lofe by being fubmitied 

to the public eye. Next morning, the fociety met at the Cattle 
and Falcon. ‘It was dete ‘rmined that the fourth part of the direc- 
LOrs ghee go out by /o Others were unanimoufly chofen to 

fupply their place; and the number of direétors now amounts to 
one 
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ove hunilred. Tie report of lat year gave mach fatisfaction, ef. 
pecially as it was concluded with an account of letters received 
trom Rio de Janeiro, in South-America. In the evening, the 
Rey. Iiaac Nicolfon, of Chrefhunt, preached before the fociety, 
at Tottenham-court Chapel, from Rev. xiv. 6. “ And I faw ano, 
ther angel,” &c. He took notice of the meffenger, of the m. ‘age, 
of its dedivery, and of its obje@s. The difcourfe, though fome- 
what eccentric, was not deititute of good fenfe, and was "delivered 
with much warmth. Next morning, the Rev. Melville Horne, 
of Olney, the author of the celebrated letters on miffions, Pi each- 
ed before the fociety, at St. Saviour’s Caurch, Southwark, from 
Ephef. iii. 8. “ Unto me,” 8c. Hedirected the attention of his 
hearers to the fuljedt of the gofpel, ‘“* the unfearchable riches of 
Chrift;” to its objects, ** the Gentiles ;”’ to the high fenfe which 
Paul had of the dignity of the minifterial office, “ is this grace 
given ;”’ and to the humility of the apottle, Unto me who am 
lefs,”’ cc. The difcourte was compofed with neatnefs, delivered 
with great animation, and ftored with good fenfe. But the fer- 
mons are to be printed, aud the public will judge for themfelves. 
The feveral places of worfhip which we have mentioned, are 
among the large{t in London, each of them being capable of con- 
taining from five to /even thoufand, and all of them were croud- 
ed. A more ferious, attentive, affeCtionate auditory, was never 
feen in Britain. About 250 minifters, and fome of them froma 
great diftance, were prefent. The fociety met, for the laft ume, 
on Friday afternoon, at the Caftle and Falcon. ‘Two memori- 
als were vead. One from the Rev. Mr. Bogue, refpecting the 
erection of miffionary feminaries, and another from Robert Cowie, 
E(q; refpecting a miffion to Indoftan Both were referred to the 
contideration of the directors. The meeting was clofed with the 
utmoft harmony. Upon the whole, the miflionary {pirit, inftead 
of being diminiibed, is expanding and growing warmer. The 
zexl of a few hath provoked many. Chriftians, inftead of turn- 
ing their arms againft one another, are now wifely turning them 
againft the common foe. ‘They reft not in good withes tor the 
heathen. but endeavour to deliver them from the fhadow of death. 
May the God of Heaven profper their efforts. 





If the following, which we give on the authority of a newf- 
paper be true, itis a hopeful fymptom of the approach of the down- 
fall of Antichrift. 

The Italian writers avail themfelves not a little of the free- 
dom of the prefs, which the French have procured them. Quet- 
tions of religion, though the power of the cle ‘gy 1S intimately con- 
neGted wish the m, are difcufled now with little ceremony. A bouk 
wus lately publifhed at Milan, entitled, «« An Examination of 

Auricular 
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Auricular Confefhon, and an Inquiry. which is the true Church 
3 DO 


founded by Chriit, by Citizen Ranza. 


By the Diary, for the year 1795, of the Moravian Miffiona- 
ries at Bavians Kloof, which is publifhed in the Moravian peri- 
odical accounts of their miffions, near the Cape of Good Hope, 
it appears, that before the furreader of that country to the Eng- 
lith, they were much alarmed by the threats of the Dutch pea- 
fants, whe had taken advanta: ie of the weaknefs of the Dutch go- 
vernment at the Cape-town, to fhew that ill-will at die Mifhon- 
aries, and their poor Hottentot congregation, which they had al- 
ways entertained againft them. Atter h: iving been long, by vari- 
ous arts, obftructed in their meafures, atter fee ing their pe ople ter- 
rihed and difperfed, the Miffionaries were themfelyes obliged at 
laft to depart from the fphere of thew labours. ‘Ibis fevereft of 
their trials was, however, of fhort duration. In a few days, they 
were fent back to their abode, by the Dutch government, at the 
Cape-town. The Englith commander, who almoft immediately 
after got pofleffion of the country, gave them the moft encouraging 
affurances ot protection, and permitted them to build a chapel, for 
the exercife of their worfhip, And, iw fhort, the things which 
had heiptned to them, appear to have turned out rather to the 
furtherance of the gofpel. ** What {hall we fay,’’ is the excla~ 
mation of the Maifiionaries, ‘¢ atthe clofe of this memorable year?’ 
We cannot defcribe in words what we feel. ‘Ivhe devil has ex- 
erted all his rage, to deftroy this work of God; and he fucceeded 
{o far, as to torce us to leave our poor fheep tor a little time, 
To exprefs the grief of our hearts at that period, is impoffible. 
Bu. who would have thought, that our Saviour would fofoon ap- 
pear for our help, and even bring about fuch a change, that we 
now tee the walls of a chapel itanding before us. When we con- 
fider the powertul workings of his grace, im the hearts of the poor 
Hottentots, we ftand amazed, and afcribe all glory and power un- 
to him. Searee a day paifes, but new people flock hither to hear 
the gofpel. In the year 1795, we baptifed twenty adults, and 
tour children; five perfons have been admitted to the holy com- 
munion ; and our Hottentot congregation confifts, at the end of 
this year, of fixty-five perfons, for whom, as for ourfelves, we 
beg am intereft in the prayers of all our brethren, fifters, and 
friends, who read this Diary.” 

By lenses from the Cape of Good-Hope, dated Janvary 3, 
1797, the moft fatisfacior y nuxelligence ot the weltare ot the Mit. 
fionarics at Bavians Kloof, has been received. “Phe earneft de- 
five of the Hottentots to hear the goipel continues, and many have 
been brought from darknels to hight. 

The congregation of believing Hottentots at Bavians Kloof 

Vol. UI. No, 7. kK coniilted, 
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ronfifted, at the clofe of 1796, of eighty-three perfons. One 
eventy-taree children, of both fexes, attended a 
chools daily. Ia recounting the memorable events of 1796, 
circumitance is menti oned, which ferves to prove, both to oles 
danger this miffion is expofed, and how mercifully the Lord pro- 
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tect his d detencelefs children, by his almighty power, bringing to 
nottght the counfels of the wicked. In F ‘ebr vary laft, a itorm of 


much more dangerous appearance than any hitherto experienced, 
ned to be gathering for the deftruction of the miflion. Some 
evil-minded people h id b ought together above an hun lred armed 
men, for the expre{s purpoie of putting their former refolutions 
into execution. by one decifive blow. Their rendezvous was at 
Baas Teunis’s houfe, and they had already met, when the Englith 
general, to whom notice had been fent by the Hortenrots, fent a 
meflage to B. T. threatening, that if any fuch outrage was com- 
mitted, the per} etrators thould not efcape punifhment, but that he 
{fliould treat them wi ‘ch the utmoft rigour. Finding their defigns 
difcovered, and the magittrates prepared to defeat them, they quit- 
ted their leaders, and difperfed. For this proof of God’s mercy, 
the Mifionaries exprefs the moft lively feafe of gratitude. 
E viradl of a Lette jrom the 4 Rev ° D r. Ryland, dated By iftot, 
( mane.F land) Auguft 4, 1797- 

Ve have juft heard from our Miffionaries in India. Foun- 
tain has arrived fate th : the rranflation is far advanced; all the 
New Tettament, but Acts, and the latter part of Revelanons.— 
Some new perfons among the natives are very hopetully impre ited, 

pecially one Sookman, at Mudnabatty, and Yardie, and others at 
M wvpaldiggy: there is the greateft {pirit for hearing at the latter ; 
multituc les tine, There is no other Saviour but Chriit Jefus, as one 
ot their common fon: | have not feen the largeit accounts yet; 
the letters are betieft © arrived.” 


THE WELCH INDIANS.—Aw Exrracr. 


** John Evans is at laft gone up the river Miffouri, } in que eft of 


: Welch Indians. He was taken by the Spaniards, and impri- 
toned at St. Louis, on the Miffiffippi. By the interceflion of a 
Welchman living at that place, he was liberated. About that time, 
ludge ‘Turner came into the province of Cahokia and Kafkafkia, 
executing his ofhce in the country N. W. of the Ohio. The 
7 uth Governor paid him a vilit, and in converfation mention- 

a John Evans, who thou zht to go up the Miffouri; but added, 
that he had detained him till he could get further account of him 
and his defign. Judge Turner, it feems, had previoully he ard 
fomething of J: hn’ Evans, and requefte the Governor to permit 
him to proceed on his journey ; obferving, that if he could not find 


out 


sure 
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«ut the people in view, yet his journey might prove a common be- 
nefit to the world. In confequence of this requeft, the Gover- 
nor not only promifed Mr. Evans permiffion to proceed, but to 
give him a letter of recommendation, written in Spanith, French, 
and Englith, to be prefented as oecafion might require; together 
with fome articles that would be acceptable to the Indians he 
might meet with on his way. Judge T'urner was alfo fo obliging 
as to give him every needful inftruction how to conduct himfelt 
among the Indians, ‘with dire€tions to keep a journal, &c. Before 
he returns, he is to follow the rey to the {pring head, to vifit 
the volcano ; and to bring proof, if he can, that -+he has touched 
upon the Pacific Ocean. He is then to receive two thoufand dol- 
lars of the Spanifh government. ‘Ihus the W elchman, fhould he 
live to return, whether he fucceed or not in difcovering the Welch 
Indians, will obtain a comfortable fupport for his life, and his 
Diary may probably be worth a confiderable fum.” 

Befides the miffion to the Foulah country, the London Mif- 
fionary Society have at prefent under confideration, an immedi- 
ate attempt to fend Miffionaries to Canada, and fome parts of the 
Kaft-Indies, and to the Cape of Good Hope. 

Edi nhur rh, Ss pt ° 18, 17975 

The Miffionaries from the Society ot Glafgow, Mefirs. Dun- 
can Campbell and Robert Henderfon, failed trom Liverpool, the 
sth, and landed at Sierra Leone the 29th ot April, having 
enjoyed a very favourable paflage of twenty-three days only.— 
‘They were kindly received by. the Governor, Mr. Macaulay, 
«+ with all the dignity of the gentleman, + ufe their own words, 
‘and warm affection of the Chriftian.”” Mr. Clark, being out on 
our arrival, came inftantly home when Rs heard of us; and your 
feelings, fays Mr. Henderfon, will be moi e defcriptive than my pen, 
ot the iov with which we met, tigliedne the intimacy that fub- 

ed between us at Edinburgh. He is much altered to the w orfe, 
in point of bodily appearance, being often poorly. After feeing 
mv old acquaintances, i returned to the Governor’ S, and, after 
prayers and dupper, retired to reft. Early next morning, Sunda 
goth, we were called to prayers, where | beheld the fight which 
many good men defired to fee, Ethiopia’s fons ftretching out the 
hand to God, and lifping out Hofannas to the Son of David. 
‘This is the Lord’s doing, and it is wondrous in our eyes. We 
were in a fpacious hall, where, befides whites, there were thirty 
native children, (fome of them the children of kings, who wait on 
the Governor’s table,) all decently dreffed, and fat with as much 
ravity as would do honout to an aflembly of grey heads.” * All 


elovers of Jefus,” fays Mr. Campbell, “ will rejoice to hear 
ef 
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of our worthy countryman’s (the Governor’s) manner of {pending 
the Sabbath. At feven o'clock the bell rang for morning wot thip, 
when the whole family aflembled, confifting of from thirty to for. 
ty perfons, native chiidren included. He began the worthip with 
finginga hymn, then prayed, read a poruon of fcripture, exhort. 
ed, tung again, and prayed till breaktait. The children fing de. 
lightfully. After breaktaft we accompanied him to church, where 
he met the children of a fchool trom the country, uli ten. The 
congregation aflembled at ten, and difmiffed at twelve. Itis fmall, 
but very atrentive. Dined at one, and Mr. Macauiay’s ufual prac. 
tice is, to read a portion of religious compofition, or to {peak ex. 
tempore on fome iubject. The congregation mects at two, and 
is difmiffed at four. Pabiic thanks were offered for our fafety and 
arrival. “The time we were at tea, the children affembled at 
church. We accompanied Mr. Clark and the teachers thither, 
The youngelt of the children ditcover as much knowledge as thofe 
in Glafeow, who have the fame advantage and means. The 
repeat hymus, chapters, and anfwer their queftions moft fatisfac- 
torily. Several ot the youths retain the text, the heads, and fome 
particulars of the fermon, on their memory. They are difmiffed 
before nine; when Mr. Macaulay affembies his domettic fleck, 
and examines them feverally, ending the day with family wortfhip, 
as. he does indeed every day. 

Unon Monday, we vifited a native town in the vicinity, faw 
and {poke with the king, who expected we were come to do 
him fervice, that is, to give hum a prefent; but Mr. Clark, know- 
ing their cuftom, told him we fhould do him fervice the next 
time. In the alternoon we vilited the fchools, which, I think, are 
doing very well. A fewing tchool, kept by an Englith woman, 
is ina profperous fate. Our friends procured a lodging for us, 
which we occupied next day. Weagreed with a European wo- 
man, to furniila us diet for eighteen fhillings each per week, and 

On ‘Thurfday, 4th May, our friend (the Governor) befpoke 
a lingatt, to wach us the Limmany language, which we began 
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On riiday walked eafiward into the country, to fee the im: 
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y3 +, were men to come to 
te colony, who under{tand agriculture; the land is fo very cheap, 
avd | think abundantiy fertile; were they men tearing God, de- 
ous of tie falvauon of perfhing men, ‘they might be verv ufe- 
ful: ‘Lhe colony would become more beaidiful by cultivation: 
und the netives may be readily got for hire, who would willingly 
be ini.ructed in the Princips hoiy rencion. [ accompa- 
wied Mir. Ciaik, towards the end of May, to.Kinz Tom’s town; 
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and telling the king we were come to pray for him and his people, 
they were ‘all called to prayers in the king’s houfe, which contain- 
ed, [ think, about fixty; but could not judge how many might be 
around the doors; they i ftened with ferious attention, and heard 
the difcourfe compofed by Mr. Clark, in their own language, 

with much fatisfaction. The Saeae intere{t which they took 
in his difcourfe and prayers, feems a favourable omen, a prelude 
of that ftate in which Ethiopia is reprefented as ftretching out her 
hands to Go. I called a native « of the interior Country into my 
room two dave ago, who underft tood the moft of what I read to 
him, and appeared aftonithed at the writing. Afked me, “ it 
God taught me tomake ‘Timmany book ; and his people glad me 
go to his country, they would love me much.” 

Mr. Henderfon defcribes their interview with the king, above 
mentioned by Mr. Campbell, as follows: “ They brought a mat 
for us to fit down on, till the king, note was dreffing himfelf, 
came, which was fhortly after. He was dreffed in a purple velvet 
coat, with filver holes, a ftar of tinfy on his breaft, a white filk veft, 
flowered with filk of various colours, a pair of fky-blue filk 
breeches, fpangled on the knees, white ftockings, and a pair of 
old fhoes, which I would not wear. After fhaking hands with 
him, he ordered a chair to be brought, on which his Majetty fat 
down, while we ftcod aroundhim. Aftera little converfation, he 
abruptly afked us, if we came to do him fervice, that is, to give 
him a peefent ; we informed him, we would come and do this ano- 
ther day. He is about feventy years of age, tall, and a moft 
pleafant countenance. He fhewed us his new houfe, and we took 
ae >, and returned to Sierra Leone. Several of the nobles 
wer + pre fent, but no women, as they dare not come, but by f{pe- 
cial orders.—Our ideas in Europe of this people, he proceeds, 
are verv different from what they really are. ‘They are generally 
much hiandfomer than Englifhmen; they are affable and courte- 
ous. But, if provoked, they are bold and int repid, detigning, 
implacable, and cruel. Coveteoufnefs, idlenefs, and drun kem ets, 
are their predominant vices. The women labour the ground, 
cook the victuals, and, ii ihort, provide for their hufbands, while 
they do nothing but fmoke their pipe, of which they are very 
fond, and walk about at their eafe. ‘They are all Pagans, hav- 
ang very little if any knowledge of God at all. ‘They facritice to 
the devil, whom the ey call Satana, not becaufe th< ‘v love him, but 
to avert his anger. J ‘hey have gregorys or 9 ‘igris, which they 
hold in high veneration: fo hich, that if any man touch them, 
they will call a palaver, or council of their great men. It he is 
a white man who committed the offence, the -y impofe a fine on 
him; and if a native, the y fell hin for a flave. ‘Their gregorvs 


are of two kinds: Firft, fuch as they keep for the fatety ” of their 
houics, 
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houfes, and which are long poles faftened in the ground, with ¢ 
piece of white linen on the top. ‘The fecond fort are fuch ag 
they wear for the defence of their bodies, when they go to war, 
which are made of {heep’s hoofs, covered with leather, on which 
fome Arabic words are written. Thefe they wear round their 
arms and middje: and fhould any of them fall in battle, they im- 
mediately impute it to the fmallnefs of their gregory.— The ladies 
in mourning have a large cap, which comes dows over their 
, fo that they are obliged to put back their he ids as far as 
their necks will let them, in order to fee the perfon who addreffes 
them. They have alfo feveral rows of beads round their neck 
and middle, with a picce of cloth about three inches broad, which 
hangs down loofely to their knees. 

After the rains, we have the profpeét, Mr. Henderfon conti- 
nues, of an elig gible fituation, < fifty miles up the river. J] 
have feen an le converted with the chief of that country, who feems 
mighty glad, as him felf expreffes it, that we fhould go to his 


VCS 


country, and teach his people, pray all one as white man. I afk- 
ed him, if he had a great many people? He anfwered, fo many 
hundreds, that can’t count them. A great deal more people in 
Rokellc, than there is in Sierra Leone. [ af fed him, 1f he had 
a great many children, meaning all the children of the place? He 
anfwered, that he had fixty-eig shit, all of his own begetung, which 
1s true, as they havea libe rty to take as m: any Wives as they chufe, 
only the firft woman they take 1s coniidered as chief, and all the 
ref{t are taken with her confent. The women appear exceedingly 
amorous, and itudious to eninare; and hence arife none of the 
Jeatt dangers of a young Mifhogery. 
Ri ligion, he continues, feems not thriving with many here. 
The fweet, though poifonous draughts otf Antinomianifm, have 
heen greedily fw allowed by the greater number. Some of them, 
in their notions of religion, ditter litle trom the natives around 
them; and from thefe confiderations, my hopes are not fanguine. 
We are at prefent employed in learning the Timmany lan- 
cuage, in which | made fome progrefs, when I was interrupted 
by trouble. ‘The gre ste fi dithe uty | hil d 1d it 1s its poveity. If 
the Lord ipare us in health ull the rains are over, I hope we thall 
be able to tranflate fome parts ot { ripture, which we {ball get 
printed here. It will prejudice the natives greatly in our favour, 
it we communicate the joyful found of a Saviour to them in their 
own tongue. Indeed | a t fee how it can be done otherwile. 
Since | came here, | have enjoyed but poor health, having had 
the fever no lefs than four times. [iverv medical affiftance was 
procured, and, by the | leffing ot God, on thefe means, | am now 


¢ good deal bette! . 
| am forry to inform you, Mr. C—— fays, that fince I began 
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fo write my letter, the Lord has been ,pleafed to vifit me with a 
feyere turn of the fever, which commenced laft Sabbath; but blef- 
fed be God, thar all his judgments are mb xed with mercy. Ro- 
bert was poorly at the fame time. No requifite attendance nor 
medical affiftance has been wanting to remove our complaints, 
and facilitate our recovery. ‘This is the eighth day my fight has 
heen hitherto fo weak, that I could neither read noe write, but | 
find it much ftronger this evening. 

With refpect tothe Foulah miffion, fays Mr. Henderfon, the 
men employed in it ought to lay their account with extreme Wifh- 
culties and danger; they ought to be fingle or unmarried men, as 
the bringing out women would not only expofe them to great 
difficulties in travelling, but might endanger the whole miffion. 
They would need to be men of information, and apt to teach, for 
the Mahometans are very inquifitive; they will liften to you with 
great attention, but if you cannot defend what you advance, 
without’ hefitation, they will treat you with contempt. ‘They are 
very polite, and therefore your Miffionaries ought to be open 
and courteous. 

The above are extracts from letters which are too long to be 
publithed ; but the letters are truly pious and pleafing throughout, 
and give the fociety good hope, that they have been very fortunate 
in their firft Miffion. 

‘*¢ With refpect to their future deftination,” fays a gentleman of 
the firft rank at Sierra Leone, to whom they were recommended, 
“* it muft be decided in fome meafure by contingent circumftances. 
When once they become mafters of the Timmany language, 
{and the means uled, he adds, afford a hope that this may foon be 
the cafe), all the region where that language is fpoken is of courte 
before them. That region includes the fouthern and eaftern ban ma 
of Sierra Leone, the river Queak, Rokelle, Portlogo, and ; 
kingdom, or rather a 30 divided into three ftates, viz. Pe 
Timmany (proper), the Logo, and the Thrango. In all thefe 
the Timmany 1s fpoken ; ai to them all, efpecially the two firft, 
there is eafy accets. Let me caution you, however, againft mea- 
furing African kingdoms by the E uropean fcale. The capital of 
the ftates above- mentioned, about 100 miles hence, any contain 
two or three thoufand inhabitants, and the ftates themfelves may 
be about 5000 fquare miles.—FEven the villages around Sierra 
Leone afford a {phere of ulefuinefs, though no doubt a contracted 
one; but without going to a greater diftance than Rokelle, I could 
procure their admiffion, I think, with very little diffic ulty, into a 
town containing near a thoufand inhabitants. Their friends at 
home may difmifs every apprehention of a rfonal danger to them 
from the natives amo iz whom they may 90. The dangers m it 
to be dreaded by Miffionagies, arife from the kinidneffes and blan- 
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difhments they are likely to meet with, and not from the feracity 
or cruelty of the natives. —l have only to add my hope, that thig 
firft Mithon trom Scotland will produce beneficial fruits. You 
may be affured of my readinets to give effect to your withes, and 
to promote, by every means in my power, the great objet for 
which thofe in whofe name you act have affociated.—Since write 
mg the above, both the Miihonaries have had an attack of the fe- 
ver, from which thev are now recovering, | may fay recovered. 
Don’t be difcouraged fhoukd their ftrain (in their letters) for the 
prefent be a little defponding. Some degree of dejection almofk 


>? 


always accompanies ilinefs he 

The above contains the nx of interefting parts of the religious 
intelligence from Sierra Leone. Several letters have alfo been re- 
ceived in Edinburgh from that colony, by which it appears, that 
the chaplain and {choolmafters are continuing their labours with 
comfort and fuccefs. 

The intended Miffion to the Foulah country will, in all proba- 
bility, embark im a tew weeks. 


a ee 


Edinburgh, O. 18, 179%. 


Extrad o of a Letter from Sierra Leone, dated Thornton Hill, 
June 12, I 797 >/ fram the Rev. 7: Clark 7 79a Fri lend in Lon- 
aon, 

** Our fchools are ftill doing well; the teachers are uncommonly 
diligent, and have the happinels to fee that their labours are not in 
vain, as many of thofe under thew charge are making confider- 
uble progrefs in their education, as well as growing in tie know- 
ledge of divine \ ings: Lefs alteration is obfervable in the old peo- 
ple; yet I think [I may with fafety fay, that in general they are 
much better difpofed than they once were. ‘There are numbers of 
them who come not to hear me upon the Lord’s day, as they have 
preaching in their own places of worthip, but I have frequent op- 
portunities through the week of going and preaching for them in 
their own meetings. It I can in this way be ufeful to them, it wilh 
caufe me to rejoice. I have grounds to hope, that of late the Lord 
hath been pieated to blefs the preaching of his word to fome 
aimongit us ; if fo, to his name be all the praife. In common we 
hay re the Lord "s up] er G litpenfed among us on the firit fabbath of 
the month: the number ot our communicants is by no means great, 
yet it is increafing ; and moft of them are, I trutt, growing in grace 
and in the knowledg ge of their God and Saviour: When well, I 
preach in comm n five or fix times d uring the weck, and have 
much caufe to blefs God tor favouring me with fuch trequent op- 
portunities of preaching his golpel. se that it may be accompanied 
with power to the falvation of allwhohear it! ~ 
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« Two Miffionaries from Glafgow arrived here on the 29th of 
Aprillait. They appear to be truly pious, and are very detirous 
of being ufeful. At prefent they are learning the Timmany lan- 
guage, which is {poken by the natives on our fide of the river, and, 
as |: 2 n informed, for an hundred miles up the country in a certain 
direction. They are making confidera! le progrefs ; and I hope 
that by fuch time as the rains are over (wi hich are already begun), 
they will be able to converfe freely with the natives* 
‘On the 22d of May, I went to Kiag Tom’s Town, which 
is ficuated at no great diftance from Fre e Town, and endeavour- 
ed, for the frit time, to addrefs the people, in their own language, 
about the great thi 2s of God: in gener al, they were very atten- 
ind feveral ap speared fomewhat affected. To obferve this, 
ch fatisiaction 1, as the laft time that I difcourfed 
with them, by means of one of themfelves as an interpreter; they 
were rather carelefs, which grieved me much. I told them that I 
was writing a book for them in their own tongue, to tell them 
about God, and to teach them how to pray to him. At hearing 
all appeared pleafed, and one of them faid, “* Ve mighty 
gi! | informed them likewife, that I intended to 
come every Monday, and talk to them about God, if they would 
hear me; they replied, ** We all like to hear you too much (very 


much) all and every time, we mighty glad to hear you.’ 
tif you had been prefent, you would have 


«Tam perfuaded, that 
been highly pleafed, by their apparent devoutnefs: whilft praying 
to God, they all ftood up; and when they fat down, gave the 
greateft attention to all that was faid; and, what is very uncom- 
mon for a company of Pagans, (for they profefs no religion,) they 
kepr filence the whole of the time I was {peaking to them, except 
it was when they told me, that they ‘* Aeard”’ (underftood) what 
1 was faying ; - or, at other times, that they did not Aear; then I 
explairied what I had been faying z, and proceede =d. 

‘¢ When I parted with them, Prince Tom came after me, and 
faid, ** Me mighty glad you write book, to caule me black man 
know all fame as white man about God, me like God too much, 
(very much), and pray to him all and every time, for God good 
too much,” &c. This was a favourable op portunity, as there were 
a confiderable number of the natives aflembled; too kings with 
their people, a prince with his, the queens, feveral of the head men 
of the neighbouring towns, with their people, were prefent; they 
had all met = give the new king /fervice, on his entering into his 


Vol. Il. 4 new 


* The facility with which thefe perfons feem to acquire the lan- 
guage of thefe African tribes, holds out a confiderabie encourage- 
that dificult 


ment to fuch as have hirherto {carce been able to look 
ter 


inthe face. But who art thou, Og rreat + moentale 
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new houtle or palace, (if it defervesfuch a name,) which, for fome 
time paft, they have been building for him. 

«| have been to the king’s town fince, and muft fay, confi- 
dering the many difadvantages they labour under, matters are, ups 
on the whole, promiting among them. The laft time [ was over, 

ve king offered a free houfe to the Miffionaries, if they would 
come and ftay with him, and faid, ‘‘he would gIV re them 409 muck 
children to read book, and that he himfelf would co: ne ever 
morning and evening to hear them pray to God Almighty. 

“ We have got a new church built; 1 preached in it for the 
firft time, on the ith of June; the text all day, Pfalm Ixviil. 31. 

+ Ethiopia hall foon ftretch out her hands unto God.” 





Edinburgh, O&. 16, 1797- 
On Friday, 22d of September, the EDINBURGH MIssION ARY 
SocreTty held an e«iraordinary public meeting, in Mr. PEDpIe’s 
Meeting-Houfe, Brifto-fireet, tor the purpofe of folemnly feitin 
apart Meffrs. Henry Brunton and PETER GREIG to the of 
ice of Catechift Miffionaries among the Heathen. Mr. Hatt, 


of the Meetins rin Ri rfe ‘{treet, began the work of the day, ‘ 
preaching from Phil. iii. “ Yea a, doubtlefs, and I count all 
things but lofs, for the exc ‘lle ncy of the knowledge of Chrift Je- 


fus my Lord.’” After fermon, he intimated the meet ing of the 
Socitety%, which Dr. TouNstrone, of North Leith, the Vice- 
Prefident, con{tituted by prayer. 


Mr. E WING, the Secretary, in- 
troduce 


a the appropriate bufinefs of the day, by reading an ab- 
{tract of the minutes of the SoclETY refpecting rit; and then, cal- 
ling upon Meflrs. BRunTon and GREIG, gave them an aiddrefs, 
upon the nature of their work, and their appointment to it by the 
Society; in token of which, he prefented each of them witha 
Bible. Mr. Peppte then prayed, and concluded the fervice. 
The’ audience was numerous, attentive, and many of them 
deeply affected by the importance of the occafion which had 
brought them together. The collection amounted to about 64}. 
The fermon and. addrefs will probably be printed.—An accidental 
coincidence was remarked with pleafure, that this meeting was 
held on the anniverfary of the day on which the Miffionary {hip 
Duff finally failed from England. It was delightful to recollect, 
that while we were met to commend our brethren to God, who 
had devoted themfelves to his work amo yng the Heathen, the 4 
mer exertions of a kindred Society had been fo eminently bleffe 
that perhaps the Gofpel of Carift was already both publifhed and me 
lieved in the diftant iflands of the South Sea.—Meffrs. BRuNTON 
and GREIG are the firft Miffionaries from the Ep1inpurGH 
MIssioNARY SociETY. They form part of a conjunct Miffion 
to the Fqulah country, in Africa, which is to coniift of fix per- 


fons, 
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fons, of whom two are furnifhed by each of the Societies of Lon- 
don, Glafgow, and Edinburgh. 
Meffrs. Peter Fercuson and Ropert GRAHAM, the 
Miffionaries from Glafgow, were fet apart there, on Thuriday, the 
28th of Sepeember. Mr. Stewart, of Anderfton, prea .ched 
from Rev. xiv. 6. ‘ And I faw another angel fly in the midft of 
heaven, having the everlafting gofpel to preach unto them that 
dwell on the x" 1, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, 
and people.”” Mr. Burws, of the Baronry, gave the addrefs, and 
Mr. MAcLeEAvN, of the Goshele. prayed. “The meeting, we are 
informed, was folemn and agreeable. Next day, Mefirs. Fer- 
GUSON and GRAHAM came to Edinburgh, where they were in- 
troduced to their two affociates mentioned above ; and, on Satur- 
day, the 30th, at two in the morning, they all fet off in the Royal 
Charlotte, for London, in the e <peétation of failing immediately, 
with hdr London affociates, for Sierra Leone. They take along 
with them a variety of mechanical inftruments, and implements of 
agriculture. The plan of introducing the ufeful arts in connection 
with the gofpel in Heathen countries, appears to us pregnant with 
tlie moft effential advantages. It not only tends to meliorate the 
condition of the natives, to call into aétion their dormant facul- 
ties, which are {trengthened and improved in proportion as they 
are exerted, as well as to bring them into a pofition more favour- 
able for attending to religious inftr ‘uction, thus fulfilling the direé&. 
end of the Miffionary Societies ; but itis alfoa tyftcm of prudence 
and economy, highly requifite to be purtued, wherever it Is prac- 
ticable, as a means of preferving the pecuniary affairs of fuch in- 
ftitutions from the poffibility of embarraffinent, and enlarging the 
{phere of their activity, which, on any other principle, muft ne- 
effarily be limited to a few objects. 





We rejoice to inform our readers, that a permanent Miffiona 
Society has been eftablifhed in Sweden. ‘This fact was latel 
announced to the London Miffionary Society ; and it was added, 
that the Swedith clergyman in London had been requefted to col- 
le& information refpecting the efforts of this Society. The Di- 
rectors of the London Society refolved, that fuch a correfpondence 

- entered into with the Swedifh clergyman, as may be fervice- 


able to the important caufe in which both Societies are engaged. 


Account of a Reviual of Religion at Norridgewock, on Kenne- 
beck-river, about 80 Miles from the Sea; a few Years fince 
the Habitation of Savage s and wild Bea/fis, Sept. 1797. 


BOUT a vear fince, a remarkable awakening began in this 
place, and the ne‘ghbouring fettlements, under the preach- 


o g of a young Calvinifiic candidate. Many have hopefully been 
brought 
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brought to embrace Te fas Chrift. upon the terms of the rolpel, 
and the work has been gradually imcreafing fince, with fuch evi- 
dent tokens of ditine power, as{to ¢ 1in the attention of all « laffes 
ofthe inhabitants. The fubje&s of this work are chiefly of the 
middle aged of both fexes, but 2 confid 

dit 


15, down to fix years of age. One inftance exiits of the difpla ay 


erable proportion are from 


ot God’s fovereien mercy and grace to a man of 70. An eccle- 
1) r{tic i] council was c: ny ened on the 22: inftant, tor the purpofe 
of incorporating a church in the place. when 47 perfons, includ- 
mney four old pri teffors, paffed fauistactory examination, and were 
embodied into a church ftate. “The whole number judged to be 


fubjects of this work, with thofe who were previouf 


of religion in this place, is between 60 and 70 perfons. ‘The fe- 
veral relations betore the Council | were feriptural, rational, and 
atmoft intirely free from that enthufiaflic zeal and wild fire, which 
fometimes attends refotenhes ns. A remarkable uniformity ap- 
peared in the nature of their experiences, and proved the work to 
be the operation of the fame fpirit. In all, the go/pe! order of 
‘‘ repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Tefus 


Chrift.”’? was obfervable. Atter conviction of their danger, and 


1 their own righte- 
sie {. roe «a rp br , rht a in) ” for, ler t } > : htecuf. 
lineis, thev were brou fo iu ul) Siervealy to the richtecui- 

4 : 


nefs of God. to fee the juftice of the divine law. and to acquieice 
heartiby in the fentence of it, even againit themfelves, previous to 


any diftinét view of the wav of life and falvation throuch a medi- 
ticular intereft in the atonement. Some 


. y : nermon +) itlod —— yer +s {tal 14 
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fanes at Qhune ha ee . ‘dial sileswermes, -. ster 
Cow ia ali tiey 1aG ¢ SY nenced a COrala Wiiilns ncis, ni ony 


to fubont themfelves, but their nga into God’s hands, to be 
difpoled of tor ume and eternity, as be fhould judge moft for his 
own giory. One woran ot velpectable reputair n, who had been 
a profeffor in regular church ftancing upwards of twenty years, 
and reputediy pious, mas been deeply convinced of her intire dif- 
au Tht ation Tor iue h a | oly relat ON, ¢ nd to ce niefs. th t none ot 


, ‘< , | , ” 
Her ins ywerce her heart with more. keen remorie than that of 


earns ldrmking judgement to herieif. Lhe Rev. Mr. Emn 
| YY ’ a reve ? xT ne if 1] . ’ } - } rl, } 
ion, of George-town, one of the council, tarned over the fab- 


ba Il, and preached and acminifiered the Lord’s fupper to the 


church, and his labours were ecccmpanicd with a divine energy 
On perion,. m parucular, had the arr ws of conviction {fo cecply 
| thar ] . 


ed, that he coud not fuppreis the tumult of his wounded fpirit 
‘Thus, we uuti, the gcod work, which bas been begun in this 
p! ce, is fill car:yine on by the fame Almichrty power, and that 
Crsod, who alway: iil thes meat fer perfecting his wn work 


‘5 , 
Wiil bid LULYy bey CQO LIVE tl church nd people, a paftos 
aller this ¢ 1h Lit 5 » tecd them Wii ANOWICCS and unde! 
ftamun 
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Aucufia, Diftri& of Maine, OAlcber 25, 1797- 


The profpect, in view of religion, is beginning to brighten in this 
Minifters,’all of the Calvinittic caft, have been 


quater. even . 
within the oye of two years pait. 


fetticd in our neighbourho od, 
And iome prec 10US drops ef divine grace have been recently th red 
on he people of Bath, Georg e-town, oan uv- river, and P feng bf{cot ly 
befides the above mentioned inftance at Norrudgewock. 


nr 170”. 


Extra& ofa Letter to the Editor,dated Hollifion, Nov. 13, 1797. 

I thank you for fending me that ¢ xcellent book, Horne’s ZLer- 
ters on Miffions. Vhave ‘been exceed ingly gratified in reading it, 
Ou praying p eople are animated, by what you, and the Conneéti- 
General ‘Aflo ciation, have publithed, relative to the fpread 
and fuccefs of the gofpel. It would be defirable to hear more of 
the concert for prayer in the United States. 

There are many Societies and mdividuals, in New England, 
who, | truft, are faithful in obferv: ng the day, andhour. The 
Lord hath here and there a friend, who will perfevere. And God 
hath never faid to the feed of Jacob, /eck ye me in vain. 


mi 


-_————- 


Extra& of a Letter from the Rev. Afa Burton, to the Editor, 
dated Phdefard, Nov. 15, 1797. 

Early in September, my daughter, the only child I had living, was 
taken fick witha bilious, pt utrid fever, attended with high nervous 
,and after a diftreffing 4: icknef fs of about fifteen d: LYS, €x- 
pired, in the 17th year of her age! Her death is a heavy ftroke 
—a great affliction: vet no more than what I deferved. God has 
done right. | never had but two c} huldren, both daughters. The 
firft born died in her 7th year: and now the other is gone, to re 
turn no more. But | have reafon to hope fhe is gone to be wilh 
lefus, —— is far better than to continue here. And if I improve 
this chaftifement aright, it will be far better for me; though the 


{y mpt mn s 


was a lovely, very agreeable, and promifing child. 

A religious attention among my people began laft April; was 
apparently occafio _ by the death of a young man, who was 
much efteemed | ‘the young peo ple, as well as others. His 
death was i Mt and furprifing ; and God was pleated to ufe it 
as a mean to ftir up the attention of fome of the young people. 
The attention increafed, and has continued ever fince; a ind is now 
as great as it has been at any one tire. It has not been attended 
with any noife: but has refembled the fmall {till voice, which Elijah 
heard. It has been free from fuperfiition, enthufiaim, nd animal 
afle€tions, to a great deg: ee, All thofe, who have been impref- 
fed, have uniformly complained of great W ickednefs, Lardnets of 
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heart, deadnefs, ftupidity, or want of feeling. On thefe accounts, 
but few entertain hopes, that they have paffed from death to life, 
It appears to them, perfons fo vile and deftitute of feeli ng, as they 
view themfelves, cannot be C! riftians, Indeed, it is, on every 
account, the mot genuine work | have ever feen, though I have 
been acquainted with { veral | great revivals. “his work prevails 
chiefly aim ng young peop le, as has been generally the cafe with 


revivals. The fame work has previ sailed alfo in the corners of three 
towns adjacent to this. But in thofe places, it has been on the 
¥ cline for fome ume. May what we now experience, be only a 


few drops before a plentiful fhower. 


——__ 


Salem, Maffachufetts, Nov. 14, 1797. 

The good {pirit of the Lord has lately vifited us in mercy, and 
his people are confirained to cry, the Lord hath done freat 
things for us: O how precious are his gifts! he has made us to 
réjoice with ex¢ ceding yr joy, in beholding our children walking in 
truth. Uhe mott of ‘ thofe who, with us, have obtaine d fatistactory 
evidences of faving grace, have made a public profefhion. 

At Manchefter, none of the young converts have joined the 
church ; which at pre fent confifts of but five or fix acting mem- 
bers, a majority of whom are attached to fome views, a: id forms, 
of religion, net agreeable to thofe who have been the fubjects of 
the late revivals: they have two Church Covenants, one, for 
thofe who promife to obey Chrift m his inftitution of the {upper ; 
the i for thofe who do not. This hal!-way practice, as it 

alled, has made much difheulty there, and, it is feared that it 
will caufe trouble itil. 


Extrad of a Letter.to ithe Editor, from Wafhington County, 


Penny! JQA?Ia. 


fted me to give fome account of the 
prefbyteries and minifters in this part of the country. There are 
two pic (pyteries, Red-fio ne and Ohio. In Re! -fione prefbytery, 
there are eight minifiers, and one candidaze. In Ohio prefbytery, 
nine minifters, and « ne ¢; indidate—do not know how m: ny va- 
cancies: Some focieties are forming on the other fide of the Alle- 
gany and Ohio rivers. Both prefbyteries have applications for 
fupplies from tha it quarter, , 


oome tune fince you re ue 


9 
i WO yeurs ago laft {1 Miner, th e iio pretbyt cry unan! mo ufly 


en eed in the concert Of prayer, at lith as been duly obterved by 
them. Juaft fall the Red-fione ior bytery engaged in it alfo. Re- 
hiion at prelent is rather at a low ebb amene oft us; fome little mov- 
inzs appeared in fo:ne places laft fummer. In Cannonfburgh 
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Academy, w’ ich is fupported almoft intirely by the minifters and 
people on this fide of the mountains, and from whence our churches 
expect to draw their main fupply, there was found but one care- 
lefs foul. 

There has been confiderable ferioufnefs and religious concern 
among the Stockbridge Indians, the fummer patt. 

« A fick woman faid to her minifter, I have frequently been 
ftirred up ferioufly to attend to religion, but my convictions al- 
ways foon left me; but on the late death of my child, I could not 
fhake them off; I find LI am truly deferving of God’s wrath.— 
Awful feenes have been reprefented to my mind. My fins ap- 
pear like mountains of guilt ready to fink me to hell, but now I 
feel willing God fhould do with me as he pleafes.” 

Two Indians, on a vifit to their minifter; one faid, “ I find 
great difiiculty with my own wicked heart; I many times get loft 
and am in the dark ; it appears to me | want to do thofe things 
which are agreeable to the will ef God, but I find myfelf very 
ignorant. I think the defire of my heart is to know more, but 
how to overcome my wild pagan heart I find not. I come now 
for fome further light and inftruction.”” 

The other obferved, “* 1 every day walk with fear, left I fall 
fhort of my duty, and lofe the concern for my foul, which, of 
late, has been impreffed on my mind; ’tis my conftant prayer, 
that 1 may not deceive or be deceived.” 








4 Copy of a Letter, written by an Indian, ta a Miffionary, 
May 1, 1797. 

** By the advice of our principal men, | take the liberty to in- 
form you, that Marriage is intended. next evening, immediately 
after the folemnity of the day of fafting and prayer; and, con- 
fidering the evil practices of our people on fuch occations, we 
think it would be inconfiftent for you to marry them the above 
mentioned time ; therefore, we wifh you to fufpend it tll next 
week ; it would be provoking to the great Spirit, to fee us draw 
nigh to him, and countenance our people to go immediately from 
his prefence to ferve the devil. 

‘* As we look upon you as our leader unto good paths, we hope 
vou will be courageous, to deny the young folks at fuch time, and 


tor fuch weighty reafons; in fo doing, we think Heaven will look 


upon it with approbation. This from your humble fervant, 


Q. 


oe, and fometimes 


Note. The bad practice alluded to, is dancing, 


exceffive drinking. 
The Baptifts in Edinburgh have lately fent 351. their third do- 
nation, to the India Miffion. 
POEM. 














Poetry. 


POEM—=—By a Lanpy—O1 the firt Public Meeting for Prayer, of the Missrowe 


ARY SocteTy in Edinburgh. 


AIL happy days! whea induenc’d from above, 
H Aany unite in one grand fcheme of love, 
No party-appellation Here they claim, 
Loit in the betcer, nobler, Chrittian name. 

Dear to the friends of Jefus every plan 

That tends tv meliorate the itate of man, 

But chiefly chof: of more exaited kind, 

Whofe object is (emancipate che mind. 

Ah! what avails a nation’s weath or power, 
The genial ky, che fertilizing thower, 

Tho’ mountains with the choice:t vines are crown’d, 
And giad’ning plenty cover all the ground, 

The’ from che rivers men may gather gold, 

And clifted rocks the orighte!t gems unfold, 

Pho’ flocks and herds o’erfpread th'enamelied vale, 
“Who” fragrant odaurs breathe in every gale, 
Fruits cool the taite, and flowers delight the eye, 
And Nature fmile in rich variety— 

lf ne'er to them has dawn’d the Gofpel-light, 
But mental darknefs ftill ob{cures the fight, 

We mourn with fympathy their heiplefs lot, 
And thankful prize our own dittinguith'd fpot! 
©! trealure of ineftimabie worth, 

Thou undeferved gift of Heaven to earth; 
Poffeifing thee, is ev'ry good enjoyed ; 

And life, without thee, but an aching void.— 

Conicious how great the bleflings we receive, 

As freely given, we would to others give; 

For, if t’affuage the wretched fufferer’s grief, 
And give to penury the with'd relief! 

Te clothe the naked, feed the hungry poor, 
And bid the tear of forrow flow no more ; 

If thefe are deeds which CaarivTy approves, 
(Who beareth long, is kind, and much the loves), 
Still more beneficent the gen’rous aim, 

To ipread the know cdge of a Saviour’s name.— 
Aid it, ye Chriftians, then, with liberal hands, 
Your (trongett efforts fuch a caufe demands. 

Tis animating, noble, great, fublime ! 
Reaching beyond the poor concerns of time, 
To vaitEreanrtry ! its objets tend; 

And man’s falvation is its glorious end. 

I'his theme demands far other lays than mine, 
Where truth in all the glow of verfe might thine ; 
ret tho” to me no flow’ry ftrains belong, 

1 feel th’ important fubject of my fong ; 
Catching a portion of that facred fire, 
Which the affociated bands infpire, 
Congenia! ardour kindles in my heart, 
Levond the powers of language to impart ! 

May union, love, and zeal increafe to bind 

Friends tu the trueft interefts of mankind, 

sind HE, who only can command fuccefs, 

Smile on the work, and ali their labours blefs. 


ME, who thus In humble notes would raile 
Some tropny to my dear Redeemer’s praife, 
O* may my conduét with my prav'rs accord, 


Aad mark th’ OBEDIENT FOLLOWER or THE LorD. 
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